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To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors  of  the  County  Borough  of 

Northampton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  for  the  year  1942,  which  for  statistical  purposes  embraces  a 
period  of  fifty-two  weeks  ended  2nd  January,  1943.  This  is  the  sixtv-ninth 
report  of  the  series  and  is  prepared  according  to  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  2770  dated  10th  March,  1943,  and  follows  on  the  usual  lines, 
though  not  quite  so  full  as  some  of  its  predecessors.  Owing  to  instructions 
having  been  received  to  conserve  paper,  the  report  is  not  so  complete  as 
one  would  have  desired  ;  matters  which  were  worthy  of  discussion  had, 
in  consequence,  to  he  eliminated  or  curtailed.  From  the  amount  of  paper 
one  receives  in  the  shape  of  circulars  and  forms  ‘'to  be  completed  in 
triplicate, ”  etc.,  one  would  never  imagine  there  was  any  shortage  of  paper 
or  of  staff  to  deal  with  it.  The  plain  truth  is  the  papei  racket  is  getting 
worse  and  more  of  it. 

The  birth-rate  of  15-7  per  thousand  of  the  estimated  civilian  popula¬ 
tion  was  the  highest  since  1924  and  was  almost  identical  with  that  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  was  15-8.  To  find  such  a  close  approximation 
of  these  two  sets  of  figures  one  requires  to  go  back  to  the  year  1895,  when 
the  birth-rate  for  the  Borough  was  slightly^  above  that  for  England  and 
Wales.  Every  year  since  it  has  been  lower  and  frequently  considerably 
lower.  (See  page  10). 

The  death-rate  of  1 1  -5  was  the  lowest  since  1938  and  was  for  practical 
purposes  the  same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales,  which  was  11-6.  (See 
page  10). 

The  infantile  mortality-rate  of  42-6  per  thousand  live  births 
registered  was  the  third  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  Borough,  a  town  with 
a  consistently  low  rate.  The  corresponding  figure  for  England  and  Wales 
was  49,  and  59  for  thfe  great  towns,  of  which  Northampton  is  one.  (See 
pages  34  and  52). 

The  “  zymotic  death-rate  ”  (which,  though  not  now  considered  to  be 
of  quite  so  much  importance  as  formerly,  is  still  a  test  of  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  a  town)  was  0-06  per  thousand  of  the  civilian  population, 
or  0*04  below  the  corresponding  figure  for  1941,  and  has  only  once  been 
equalled  locally,  viz  : — in  1936.  (See  page  26). 

There  were  seven  maternal  deaths,  giving  a  maternal  death-rate  of 
4-27  per  thousand  total  births  registered,  compared  with  2'47  for  England 
and  Wales.  This  is  the  first  time  for  seven  years  that  the  maternal  death- 
rate  for  Northampton  has  exceeded  that  for  England  and  Wales.  (See 
pages  34  and  57). 

The  number  of  notifications  of  tuberculosis  received  was  practically 
down  to  pre-war  level  and  the  tuberculosis  death-rate  of  0-59  (England 
and  Wales  0-66)  was  the  second  lowest  on  record  locally.  These  two  sets 
of  figures  appear  to  me  to  give  little  support  to  the  belief  that  tuberculosis 
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is  rendered  more  prevalent  by  war-time  conditions.  (See  pages  32  and  39) . 

On  turning  to  the  common  notifiable  infectious  diseases  we  find  (with 
the  exception  of  measles)  a  very  considerable  fall  in  the  number  of  cases 
notified  compared  with  1941.  The  epidemics  which  were  foretold  would 
come  upon  us  owing  to  war-time  conditions  have  failed  to  arrive  up  to  the 
time  of  writing.  ( See  Section  VI.  on  pages  26  to  33). 

I  he  purity  of  the  water  supply  remained  of  a  high  order.  (See  page 
15). 

1  he  difficulty  of  getting  repairs  done  to  property  continues  to  increase 
and  is  a  most  unfortunate  occurrence,  as  houses  are  going  to  wreck  and 
ruin  whose  existence  might  have  been  prolonged  for  a  few  years  if  labour 
and  materials  were  available. 

For  the  first  time  on  record  no  person  was  receiving  unemployment 
relief  from  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Evacuation,  in  which  Northampton  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the 
early  days  of  the  war,  has  slowed  down  considerably,  so  that  now,  with 
the  exception  of  the  weekly  arrivals  of  expectant  mothers  (and  they  also 
return  to  London  as  quickly  as  possible)  the  movement  is  all  back  to 
London,  as  shewn  on  page  14. 

In  view  of  the  publicity  directed  by  the  press  to  pasteurisation  cf 
milk,  attention  might  be  drawn  to  notes  on  the  subject,  page  23. 

An  account  of  the  war-time  nurseries  appears  on  pages  37  and  58. 

Considering  that  we  are  now  nearing  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  of  war, 
with  all  that  it  entails  or  is  said  to  entail,  I  think  it  may  be  conceded  that 
the  sanitary  circumstances  of  Northampton  are  satisfactory,  in  fact  it  is 
doubtful  if  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  were  ever  in  a  healthier 
condition. 

Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  all  the  members  of  my  Staff  for  their 
assistance  and  loyal  support  without  which  such  good  results  could  not 
have  been  attained. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen, 

•  Your  obedient  Servant, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Guildhall,  Northampton. 

May,  1943. 
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Removal  and  Disinfecting  Staff 


Stephen  Rowland, 

M.D.  Edin.,  D.P.H.  Camb. 

.  .Norman  B.  Laughton, 

M  B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Mrs.  M.  Martin  Williams, 
M.B.,  Ch.B.fi 
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B.  Knowles*!  ( also  Inspector 
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Miss  J.  H.  Wotherspoon|  |jf 
Miss  E.  Howard!  ||§^[ 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Armitage!||?P 
.  .Miss  L.  Reese  || 

.  .Miss  M.  E.  Norman ||§ 

(Harborough  Road  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital) 

Miss  K.  B.  Stone  ||§ 

(Welford  Road  Tuberculosis 
Hospital) 

.  .A.  F.  Knight  (Chief  Clerk) 

S.  J.  Knight  (Tuberculosis 
Dispensary) 
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.  .W.  E.  J.  Dunkley 


Rat-catcher  ... 

All  the  above  are  whole-time  Officers.  School  Medical  Staff  is  not  included. 
♦Holds  Inspector’s  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 
fHolds  Certificate  for  Inspecting  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 
j  Holds  Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board. 

[jGeneral  Trained  Nurse. 

§Fever  Trained  Nurse. 

^Hoids  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate, 
jp  Temporary  Appointment. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 

Latitude .  52°  14'  North  Longitude .  0°  54'  West 

Height  of  Guildhall  above  general  mean  sea  level  (in  feet) ....  252 

Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  .  6,201 

Population  : — • 

Census  1931  (before  extension)  .  92,341 

Census  1931  (including  area  added  1st  April,  1932)  ....  96,546 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Civilian  Population  for 

1942  . 101,800 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  : — 

Census  1931  .  23,141 

According  to  Rate  Books  (31st  December,  1942) .  29,350 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  1931)  .  .  .  24,966 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December,  1942)  .  £799,496 

Yield  of  One  Penny  Rate  (31st  December,  1942) .  £3,168 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1942 


F. 

736) 

40  >  Birth-rate 


TOTAL.  M. 

f  Legitimate  . 1,502  766 

Live  Births  <  Illegitimate  .  95  55 

[  Total . 1,597  821 

f  Legitimate  .  40  24 

Stillbirths  Illegitimate  .  1  1 

[Total .  41  25 

Deaths  . ..1,167  598 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  occurring  in  Public  Institutions  . . 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  f  From  Sepsis .  4^ 

consequence  of,  Childbirth  [From  Other  Causes  3) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age  per  1,000  Live  Births  : 
Legitimate..  4P9  Illegitimate..  52*6  Total 


776  j 
161 

0  >  Rate 

iej 

569 — Death-rate 


15*7 

040 

11*5 

5P8 


* 


n 


“  Zymotic  Deaths  ”  . 

Deaths  from  Measles  . 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough . 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age) 

Deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 

Deaths  from  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

Total  Tuberculosis  Deaths  . 

Deaths  from  Cancer  . 

Deaths  from  Influenza 


42*6 

NUMBER. 

RATE. 

6 

006 

0 

000 

0 

0  00 

4 

+ 

+ 

49 

0*48 

11 

Oil 

60 

O' 59 

186 

1*83 

6 

0-06 

*25‘0  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  Registered, 
f  4  27  per  1,000  Total  Births  Registered. 

£2’5  per  1,000  Live  Births  Registered. 
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I.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

Population.  The  Registrar-General  estimated  the  civilian  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  County  Borough  of  Northampton  for  1942  to  be  101,800. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  live  births 
over  deaths,  for  1942  was  430,  or  4*22  per  thousand  living.  It  is  many 
years  since  we  had  such  a  large  natural  increase  of  the  local  population, 
which  has  been  more  or  less  at  a  stationary  figure  for  a  long  time. 

Births.  1,597  live  births  (821  males,  776  females)  were  registered 
(the  largest  number  since  1923),  giving  a  birth-rate  of  15-7  per  thousand 
of  the  estimated  civilian  population,  compared  with  15-8  for  England  and 
Wales  and  17-3  for  the  126  county  boroughs  and  great  towns  (including 
the  metropolitan  boroughs).  The  local  birth-rate  shewed  an  increase  of 
3-9  per  thousand  and  was  the  highest  since  1924.  Table  1  (page  63)  gives 
the  rates  for  the  last  decennium  compared  with  those  of  England  and 
Wales.  Ninety-five  (6-0  per  cent.)  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 

Stillbirths.  Forty-one  stillbirths  were  registered,  giving  a  rate  of 
040  per  thousand  of  the  population,  compared  with  0-54  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  rate  expressed  per  thousand  total  births  (including  stillbirths) 
registered  was  25-0,  while  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  33. 

Additional  notes  on  stillbirths  appear  on  page  53. 

Deaths.  1,167  deaths  (598  males,  569  females)  were  registered, 
equal  to  a  death-rate  of  1 1*5,  compared  with  1 E6  for  England  and  Wales 
and  13-3  for  the  great  towns.  Table  2  (page  63)  gives  the  local  and 
national  death-rates  for  the  last  ten  years.  The  Northampton  rate  was  1  *3 
per  thousand  lower  than  that  for  1941  and  the  deaths  registered  were 
228  fewer. 

56' 3  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  related  to  elderly  persons  aged  sixty-five 
years  and  upwards,  as  must  naturally  be  the  case  with  such  a  large  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  population  at  ages  over  fifty,  due  chiefly  to  the  low  birth¬ 
rate  extending  back  over  a  long  period. 

761  persons,  comprising  residents  and  non-residents,  died  in  local 
institutions,  equivalent  to  51*8  of  the  total  deaths.  This  figure  is  not 
likely  to  become  smaller  under  our  present  social  conditions,  however  much 
one  might  be  inclined  to  deplore  it.  The  deaths  of  non-residents  (with  the 
exception  of  evacuees)  were  transferred  by  the  Registrar-General  to  their 
respective  areas,  while  the  deaths  of  Northampton  residents  which 
occurred  outside  the  Borough  were  credited  to  us  as  “inward  transfers.” 

Eighty-seven  deaths  occurred  for  which  no  medical  certificates  of 
the  causes  of  death  were  furnished,  compared  with  129  during  1941. 
These  included  fifty-six  inquests,  nine  coroner’s  certificates  after  post¬ 
mortem  examinations  without  inquests,  and  twenty-two  uncertified,  or 
7-5  per  cent,  of  the  nett  deaths  registered. 

Table  C  at  the  end  of  this  report,  giving  the  causes  of  death  in  the 
different  age-periods,  was  prepared  in  the  Public  Health  Department  from 
information  supplied  weekly  by  the  local  registrars.  The  classification 
agrees  very  closely  with  the  figures  received  from  the  Registrar-General 
on  24th  May,  1943. 
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Unemployment.  The  Manager  of  the  Local  Employment 
Exchange,  Ministry  of  Labour,  has  again  kindly  furnished  information 
from  which  the  following  notes  were  compiled 

The  year  1942  was  an  exceptional  one  and  probably  unique  in  the 
history  of  Northampton  as  regards  unemployment.  The  year  commenced 
with  a  live  register  of  230  (99  mqn,  9  boys,  112  women,  and  10  girls)  and 
ten  women  temporarily  stopped.  These  figures  were  gradually  reduced 
so  that  by  the  end  of  December  the  register  comprised  only  thirty-four, 
viz: — -twenty-eight  men  and  six  women.  There  was  practically  no  short- 
time  working  during  the  year  and  the  wintry  conditions  of  the  first  month 
or  so  did  not  affect  the  register.  The  fall  in  the  number  of  unemployed 
was  due  to  the  concentration  of  industry  and  the  calling  up  of  men  and 
women  for  military  service  or  their  direction  to  essential  work  under  the 
Registration  of  Employment  Orders.  As  the  question  of  obtaining  labour 
becomes  more  acute  the  number  of  persons  on  the  register  is  likely  to 
become  still  smaller. 

No  persons  were  receiving  unemployment  relief  from  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

I  think  one  would  have  to  go  back  many  years  to  find  a  similar  con¬ 
dition  in  the  employment  market. 

Meteorology.  I  have  again  to  thank  Mr,  R.  H.  Primavesi  for 
supplying  the  data  (see  Table  4,  page  64)  from  which  these  notes  were 
compiled . 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  1942  was  22-34  inches,  i.e.,  2-80  inches, 
or  a  little  over  eleven  per  cent.,  below  the  average  for  the  thirty-eight 
years  1904-1941  inclusive,  which,  owing  to  several  “  wet  ”  years,  had 
reached  a  figure  of  25-14  inches.  The  wettest  month  was  May  with  a  total 
fall  of  2-91  inches,  closely  followed  by  October  with  2-68.  The  driest 
month  was  April,  when  only  0-71  of  an  inch  was  recorded  in  the  Borough. 
The  heaviest  fall  in  twenty-four  hours  occurred  on  1st  November,  when 
1-10  inches  fell.  The  number  of  days  on  which  0-01  inch  or  more  rain  fell 
was  172. 

The  highest  shade  temperature  recorded  was  87°  F.  on  6th  June  and 
the  minimum  was  17°  F.  on  21st  January.  The  number  of  cold  nights, 
i.e.,  when  the  temperature  fell  to  32°  F.  (freezing  point)  or  below,  was 
sixty-five.  The  hours  of  bright  sunshine  recorded  were  1,333,  which  is 
about  the  average  for  this  part  of  England.  The  prevailing  wind  in  the 
Borough  was  south-west  on  132  days,  north-west  on  91,  north-east  on  76, 
and  south-east  on  65.  There  was  one  “  calm  ”  clay. 

Other  Statistics.  The  notes  on  infant  and  maternal  mortality, 
notifiable  and  other  diseases,  housing  conditions,  and  other  statistics 
usually  included  in  the  annual  report,  will  be  found  under  the  headings 
referring  to  these  matters. 

Attention  is  also  directed  to  the  statistics  on  page  9  and  to  Tables 
B,  C,  and  D  at  the  end  of  this  report. 
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II. — GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

Public  Health  Officers.  A  list  of  the  whole-time  officers  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  on  31st  December,  1942,  appears  on  page  8. 
The  list  does  not  include  the  names  of  two  sanitary  inspectors  and  four 
clerks  on  military  service  and  one  nurse  doing  military  nursing. 

For  part-time  staff  connected  with  the  Department  see  note 
in  my  report  for  1941,  page  12. 

The  staff  employed  in  the  school  medical  service  is  mentioned  in  the 
paragraph  dealing  with  this  subject  on  page  14. 

Laboratory  Facilities.  These  remained  as  in  the  previous  year  and 
are  quite  adequate  and  efficient. 

Ambulance  Facilities.  No  additions  were  made  to  the  normal 
peace-time  ambulances,  which  were  sufficient  for  our  requirements. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.  This  service  remained  as  in  previous  years. 
I  think  it  is  efficient,  but  it  has  had  to  withstand  increased  calls  due  to 
war-time  conditions. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics.  These  remained  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

Municipal  Hospitals.  Full  reports  on  the  four  municipal  hospitals 
were  given  in  my  reports  for  1930  and  1931. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Harborough  Road.  No  alter¬ 
ations  or  additions  were  carried  out  during  the  year.  Owing  to 
the  stringency  in  obtaining  labour  and  materials,  only  a  minimum  amount 
of  painting  to  preserve  the  structure  was  done.  (See  also  page  30). 

Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Welford  Road.  The  chief  work 
executed  at  this  hospital  was  a  renovation  of  the  entrance  and  the 
pathways.  ( See  also  pages  30  and  44). 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Mere  Way.  Nothing  of  any  importance 
was  called  for  here.  (See  also  page  30). 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  Wellingborough  Road.  No  additions 
or  alterations  to  the  fabric  were  attempted.  (See  also  page  30). 

Voluntary  Hospitals,  etc.  A  description  of  Northampton  General 
Hospital,  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Creaton  Sanatorium,  and 
Berry  Wood  Mental  Hospital  appeared  in  my  survey  report  for  1930. 
Additions  and  improvements  have  been  recorded  in  subsequent  reports. 

Poor  Law  Medical  Out -relief.  During  the  year  no  change  was 
made  in  this  service,  which  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Care  of  Mental  Defectives.  No  changes  were  made  in  this  service. 
The  Mental  Welfare  Officer  informs  me  that  at  the  end  of  1942  there  were 
thirty-three  Borough  patients  in  residence  at  Bromham  House  Colony, 
near  Bedford,  and  a  further  nine  at  Rarnpton  State  Institution,  Retford, 
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Nottinghamshire.  In  addition,  sixteen  patients  were  accommodated  in 
other  certified  and  approved  institutions.  There  are  four  patients  on 
licence  from  Bromham  House.  The  number  of  defectives  under  statutory 
supervision  in  the  Borough  is  138  and  seventeen  are  under  voluntarv 
supervision.  There  are  thirteen  patients  in  the  town  who  are  on  licence 
from  other  institutions  and  who  are  the  responsibility  of  other  authorities. 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  which  is  administered  by  the  Public 
Assistance  Committee  as  a  “  mixed  institution,”  is  certified  under  Section 
37  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  for  the  temporary  reception  of  nine 
medium  to  low  grade  mental  defectives,  of  either  sex,  over  the  age  of 
sixteen  years. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  The  information  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  the  services  provided  under  the  following  headings 
will  be  found  in  Section  VII.  of  this  report,  dealing  with  maternity  and 
child  welfare,  on  pages  34  to  36 

(( a )  Midwives  Act,  1936  ; 

(b)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children  : 

(c)  Health  Visitors  ; 

(d)  Child  Life  Protection  ; 

(e)  Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Treatment  ; 

(/)  Otorrhoea. 

Maternity  and  Other  Nursing  Homes.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
there  were  five  nursing  homes  on  the  register,  viz  : — 


Maternity  Homes  . 2 

Mixed  Home  .  1 

Home  for  Non-maternity  Cases  .  1 

Home  for  Mothers  and  Babies  (St.  Saviour’s)  .  1 


These  institutions  contain  fifty-four  beds  (including  forty-three  for 
maternity  cases)  and  they  were  inspected  at  regular  intervals  by  the 
xLssistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  the  officer 
appointed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  to  carry  out  this  duty. 
(See  page  55). 

Five  institutions  were  exempted  from  registration  under  Section 
192  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  viz  : — Northampton  General  Hospital 
(including  Barratt  Maternity  Home),  Margaret  Spencer  Home  of  Rest, 
Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  John  Greenwood  Shipman  Convalescent 
Home,  and  Bethany  Homestead  Nursing  Home. 

Legislation  in  Force.  A  list  of  Local  Acts  and  Orders  relating  to 
public  health  in  force  in  the  Borough  was  given  on  pages  18  to  20  of  the 
1938  report.  The  General  Adoptive  Acts  and  Byelaws  were  set  out  on 
pages  16  and  17  of  the  1939  report. 

Blind  Persons.  At  the  end  of  December,  1942,  the  number  of  blind 
persons  resident  in  the  Borough  was  248,  classified  as  follows 
8  were  St.  Dunstan’s  trained  men  working  at  home  ; 

3  were  in  residential  homes  ; 

1  was  in  a  mental  home  ; 
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4  were  in  the  County  Mental  Hospital  ; 

10  were  in  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  ; 

2  were  undergoing  industrial  training  ; 

3  were  at  a  blind  school  ; 

32  were  employed  in  the  Workshops,  Gray  Street  ; 

2  were  employed  as  homeworkers  ; 

8  were  employed  elsewhere  ;  and 
175  were  classified  as  unemployable  and  were  living  at  home  or  in 
lodgings. 

During  the  year,  twenty-nine  persons  were  examined  by  the  ophthal¬ 
mic  surgeons  with  a  view  to  being  registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act, 
of  whom  six  were  found  to  be  “  not  blind.”  There  were  only  seventy- 
seven  blind  evacuees  residing  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of  1942,  compared 
with  133  at  the  end  of  1940.  Eleven  of  these  were  accommodated  at 
“  Brabourne,”  the  hostel  for  blind  evacuees. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  as  none  was  considered  necessary. 

School  Medical  Service.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  acting  as 
School  Medical  Officer  in  an  administrative  capacity,  keeps  the  Public 
Health  and  School  Medical  Departments  in  close  touch  with  each  other. 
Dr.  j.  M.  Mounsey,  the  Temporary  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer, 
resigned  and  left  the  service  on  11th  February,  1942.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Dr.  L.  B.  Peters,  who  commenced  duty  on  a  permanent  basis  on  2nd 
March,  1942,  and  was  with  us  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  whole-time  permanent  staff  employed  on  school  medical  work 
comprises  one  medical  officer  designated  Assistant  School  Medical 
Officer,  two  dentists,  three  nurses,  and  four  clerks.  Four  nurses  and  one 
clerk  were  also  employed  whole-time  in  a  temporary  capacity.  One 
ophthalmic  surgeon  and  a  radiologist  are  employed  part-time  and  an 
ear,  nose,  and  throat  specialist  is  engaged  for  the  removal  of  tonsils  and 
adenoids. 

The  average  number  of  local  scholars  on  the  registers  of  public 
elementary  schools  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1942,  was  10,603, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  9,208  (86*8  per  cent.).  The  average  number 
of  evacuees  on  the  registers  was  2,710,  giving  an  average  attendance  of 
2,386  (88-0  per  cent.).  It  is  interesting  to  compare  the  figure  2,710  with 
the  number  of  evacuee  school  children  in  the  Borough  at  the  end  of 
1940,  viz  : — 7,290. 

The  annual  report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  prepared  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee,  is  published  separately  and  gives  details  of  the  work  carried  out 
by  the  school  medical  service.  (See  also  “  Schools,”  page  17). 

Evacuation  Scheme.  The  scheme  for  the  reception  and  billeting 
in  Northampton  of  evacuees  from  London  and  elsewhere  was  fully  ex¬ 
plained  in  my  report  for  1939.  The  return  of  evacuees  to  London, 
mentioned  in  my  report  for  1941,  continued  up  to  the  end  of  1942,  and  by 
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9th  January,  1943,  it  was  estimated  that  the  following  official  evacuees 
remained  with  us  : — 


School  children  .  2  400 

Children  under  school  age  . 41Q 

Expectant  mothers  .  94 

Blind  and  their  helpers  .  130 

Teachers  .  72 

Helpers  .  23 

Juveniles  employed  .  104 

Other  adults . 925 


Total  .  4,158 

The  corresponding  figures  given  in  my  reports  for  1940  and  1941 
were  14,550  and  8,726  respectively. 

All  official  evacuees  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Secretary  for 
Education  in  his  capacity  as  Chief  Billeting  Officer  for  the  Borough. 

Parties  of  expectant  mothers  continued  to  arrive  weekly  from 
London  and  were  billeted  in  hostels  or  private  houses  according  to 
circumstances. 

Further  references  to  evacuation  are  made  in  Section  VII.  of  this 
report  dealing  with  maternity  and  child  welfare  on  page  36  and  in 
Appendix  II.,  page  58. 


III.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES 

Water.  Particulars  relating  to  the  waterworks  and  sources  of 
supply  were  given  in  previous  reports.  The  average  daily  consumption 
of  water  per  head  of  the  population  is  probably  in  the  region  of  twenty- 
five  gallons  per  day. 

Samples  collected  from  different  points  within  the  Borough  were 
sent  weekly  to  the  Devonport  Pathological  Laboratories,  Greenwich. 
Eighty-two  such  samples  were  taken  during  1942.  The  quality  of  the 
drinking  water  continued  to  be  above  suspicion,  in  fact  it  was  excellent 
from  a  bacteriological  standpoint.  The  reports  on  these  samples  shew 
that  the  average  number  of  bacterial  colonies  developing  in  three  days  at 
20°C.,  per  millilitre  of  the  original  water,  was  21  on  “yeastrel”  agar  and 
16  on  nutrient  gelatin.  The  average  number  of  bacterial  colonies  develop¬ 
ing  in  two  days  at  37°C.,  per  millilitre  of  the  original  water,  was  15  on 
“  yeastrel  ”  agar  and  16  on  nutrient  agar.  No  coli-aero genes  organisms 
were  present  in  100  millilitres  of  any  of  these  samples. 

The  water  is  both  filtered  and  chlorinated,  the  amount  of  chlorine 
added  being  such  that  all  is  absorbed  by  the  time  the  water  reaches  the 
consumers. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  sewerage  system  of  the  Borough 
was  described  in  my  report  for  1933  after  the  construction  of  the  new 
main  outfall  sewer  and  works  at  Ecton. 
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Rivers  and  Streams.  At  no  time  was  the  portion  of  the  river  Nene 
which  flows  through  the  Borough  in  such  a  state  as  to  give  rise  to  any 
nuisance  or  to  cause  trouble  from  flood  water.  Works  have  been  carried 
out  by  the  Nene  Commissioners  which  it  is  hoped  will  prevent  serious 
flooding. 

Closet  Accommodation.  No  conversions  from  pail  closets  or 
privies  were  undertaken  nor  were  any  hand-flushed  closets  fitted  with 
cisterns.  The  latter  work,  which  has  been  in  abeyance  for  years  mainly 
due  to  an  insufficient  water  supply,  will  (like  man 3^  other  things)  have  to 
wait  until  peace  returns. 

Public  Cleansing.  No  changes  were  made  regarding  public  cleans¬ 
ing,  which  is  as  efficiently  carried  out  as  can  be  expected  with  the  shortage 
of  labour  prevailing  at  the  present  time. 

Sanitary  Inspection.  The  work  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  is 
summarised  in  Table  5  (page  65)  and  Table  6  gives  particulars  of  drainage 
reconstructions.  During  the  year,  1,572  houses  were  inspected,  of  which 
848  were  found  to  require  some  attention,  with  the  result  that  675  were 
repaired,  539  were  cleansed  and  whitewashed,  while  others  were  dealt 
with  as  the  conditions  required,  details  of  which  appear  in  Table  5. 

In  my  report  for  1941  I  mentioned  the  difficulty  experienced  in 
getting  repairs  to  property  executed.  As  time  goes  on  matters  become 
worse  ;  to  such  an  extent  are  men  in  the  building  trade  drafted  off  to 
“  war  work  ”  that  not  sufficient  men  are  left  to  carry  out  urgent  repairs, 
be  it  to  a  sewer  or  a  roof.  When  workmen  commence  a  job  they  do  not 
know  if  they  will  be  allowed  to  complete  it.  In  the  meantime  property 
goes  from  bad  to  worse. 

Shops  and  Offices.  During  1942  no  premises  were  referred  to  us 
by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures  for  the  necessary  action  under 
subsections  (1)  and  (2)  of  Section  10  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934. 

Smoke  Abatement.  No  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  anv 
smoke  abatement  scheme. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  Ten  samples  of  water  from  swim¬ 
ming  baths  were  examined  by  the  bacteriologist  and  in  nine  instances  the 
reports  stated  they  were  good  samples  of  water,  bacteriologically,  and 
free  from  any  trace  of  contamination.  The  tenth  sample  was  taken  from 
a  bath  not  open  to  the  public  ;  it  has  been  closed  until  such  time  as  it 
can  be  brought  up  to  a  standard  more  in  keeping  with  modern  require- 
,  ments. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs.  The  Ministry  of  Health  requires  certain 
information  regarding  the  eradication  of  bed  bugs  set  out  according  to  a 
prescribed  form  — 

(1)  During  1942  traces  of  bugs  were  found  in  twenty-three  Council 
houses,  the  majority  of  the  cases  being  of  a  slight  nature. 
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(2)  The  methods  of  disinfestation  employed  are 

(a)  The  use  of  a  spray,  the  insecticides  used  being  “  Zaldecide,” 
“  Clymax,”  and  “  Lawes’  gassing  solution  ”  ; 

(b)  Fumigation  by  means  of  sulphur  candles,  i.e.,  sulphur 
dioxide  gas  ; 

(c)  Treatment  by  means  of  a  blow-lamp.  Where  found  necess¬ 
ary,  the  woodwork  (skirting  boards,  picture  rails,  etc.)  are 
removed  prior  to  treatment. 

(3)  The  furniture  of  incoming  tenants  from  bug-infested  houses  is 
treated  before  removal  to  new  houses.  Soft  articles  (clothing, 
bedding,  etc.)  are  disinfested  by  steam  at  the  Public  Health 
Committee’s  Disinfecting  Station,  St.  Andrew’s  Road.  Other 
furniture  or  articles  which  would  be  ruined  by  steam  disinfection 
are  sprayed  with  insecticide. 

(4)  The  work  of  disinfestation  is  carried  out  by  officers  of  the  Loca'. 
Authority.  Hydrogen  cyanide  gas  has  not  been  used  in  the 
Borough  as  it  is  considered  too  dangerous. 

(5)  Supervision  or  education  of  tenants  is  given  when  Housing 
Department  representatives  are  treating  premises,  so  as  to 
prevent  re-infestation  after  cleansing. 

Schools.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (the  nominal  School 
Medical  Officer),  together  with  the  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and 
the  sanitary  inspectors,  kept  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  schools  under 
observation  during  the  year.  All  the  schools  are  connected  with  the 
public  water  supply. 

Canal  Boats.  The  annual  report  under  Section  249  (3)  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  was  dispatched  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  before 
the  appointed  date,  viz  : — 21st  January.  Mr.  W.  L.  Monks,  the  Canal 
Boats  Inspector,  inspected  fourteen  boats  registered  to  carry  forty 
adults.  The  actual  number  of  occupants  was  twenty  adults  and  eleven 
children.  No  infringement  of  the  Act  or  Regulations  occurred  during 
the  year.  No  case  of  infectious  disease  was  notified  and  no  boat  was 
detained  for  disinfection.  The  number  of  boats  on  the  register  believed 
to  be  in  use  was  three. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  At  the  end  of  1942  there  were  four 
common  lodging  houses  on  the  register,  viz  : — 

ACCOMMODATION 


PREMISES.  (MEN). 

52,  Broad  Street  .  46 

38/40,  Compton  Street  .  8 

31,  Mayorhold  .  15 

5,  St.  Andrew’s  Street  .  34 


Total 


103 


18 


All  were  visited  regularly  by  Mr.  B.  Knowles,  the  Common  Lodging 
House  Inspector,  with  occasional  visits  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  Owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  necessary  labour  to  keep  No.  52,  Broad  Street  up  to  a 
reasonable  standard  of  cleanliness,  the  number  of  occupants  on  the 
registration  certificate  was  reduced  in  November  from  sixty  to  forty-six. 
I  think  it  would  be  advisable  after  the  war  and  things  get  settled  down 
for  the  Council  to  build  and  administer  an  up-to-date  common  lodging 
house  and  close  all  these  unsatisfactory  adapted  buildings. 

We  have  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  nor  byelaws  dealing  with  such 
premises.  Some  houses  have  been  let  as  flats  owing  to  the  shortage  of 
housing  accommodation  in  the  Borough. 

Factories.  Table  8  (page  68)  gives  particulars  of  work  done  under 
the  Factories  Act,  1937.  Owing  to  war  conditions  and  depletion  of  staff 
it  was  not  possible  during  1942  to  carry  on  this  part  of  our  work  as  fully 
or  efficiently  as  in  peace  time. 

Offensive  Trades.  No  application  for  the  commencement  of  any 
offensive  trade  was  received  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  December 
there  were  fourteen  names  on  the  register,  viz  — two  tanners,  three  tripe 
boilers,  one  soap  boiler  and  fat  melter,  one  bone  dealer,  and  seven  rag 
and  bone  dealers.  All  these  trades  were  kept  under  supervision  by  the 
district  sanitary  inspectors  and  were  conducted  with  the  minimum  of 
nuisance. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.  We  have  no  tent  or  shack  dwellers  in 
the  Borough  and  no  camping  sites. 

Premises  controlled  by  Byelaws,  etc.  Particulars  of  these, 
excepting  the  above-mentioned,  will  be  found  in  Section  V.  (pages  21  to 
26)  dealing  with  food,  as  they  comprise  cowsheds,  dairies,  bakehouses, 
slaughterhouses,  etc. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
visited  on  twelve  occasions  establishments  where  rag  flock  is  used.  It 
was  not  considered  necessary  to  take  any  samples. 

Rat  Repression.  The  Borough  Rat-catcher,  working  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  continued  to  make  every 
week  a  “  rat  week  ”  and  accounted  for  1,871  rats.  His  services  are  at 
the  disposal  of  any  Borough  ratepayer  on  application  to  the  Public 
Health  Office. 

IV.— HOUSING 

Council  Houses.  The  Borough  Engineer  has  supplied  the  Depart¬ 
ment  with  particulars  of  the  progress  made  under  the  municipal  housing 


schemes  : — 

Number  of  Council  houses  completed  during  1942  . . .  0 

Total  number  of  houses  erected  for  the  Corporation  up  to 
31st  December,  1942  .  4,790 
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Owing  to  lack  of  labour  and  materials,  which  are  both  becoming  more 
limited  as  the  war  continues,  housing  schemes  are  in  the  same  state  as 
slum  clearance,  viz  — in  abeyance. 


Other  New  Buildings.  The  same  remarks  as  to  shortage  of  labour 
and  building  materials  apply  to  this  heading,  but  the  following  private 
building  operations,  plans  for  which  had  been  approved  by  the  Highways 
Committee,  were  carried  out  during  the  year 

Y.M.C.A.  new  room  . .  1 


Extensions,  etc.,  of  dairies  .  2 

Alterations  or  extensions  to  works,  etc .  12 

Motor  garages  .  7 

Store  sheds,  etc.  •  11 

Water  closets  .  5 

Miscellaneous  .  13 


Housing  Acts.  The  following  six  houses  were  represented  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  Section  11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
as  being  in  such  a  state  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  occupation,  viz  : — Nos. 
38,  40,  42,  44,  and  46,  Bath  Street  ;  and  No.  67,  Scarletwell  Street.  No 
Demolition  Orders  were  made  and  all  except  No.  38,  Bath  Street  were  still 
occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year  (see  Table  7,  page  67). 

No  house  was  repaired  under  the  provisions  of  Section  9  of  the  same 

Act. 

The  staff  made  883  visits  of  house-to-house  inspection  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932,  and  found  defects 
in  528,  chiefly  want  of  cleanliness  and  repairs. 

Slum  Clearance.  As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  this  work 
has  been  in  abeyance  since  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  owing  to  the  shortage  of  houses  and  the  demand  there  will  be  for 
them  immediately  the  Forces,  men  and  women,  begin  to  be  demobilised, 
slum  clearance,  urgent  though  it  be,  will  not  be  commenced  immediately. 
Houses  which  would  not  be  tolerated  in  normal  times  will  have  to  endure 
until  new  ones  can  be  built  to  replace  them. 

Public  Health  Acts.  Table  5  (page  65)  gives  particulars  of  the 
work  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  under  these  Acts. 

One  house  was  certified  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the 
terms  of  Section  83  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  as  being  in  such  a 
filthy  or  unwholesome  condition  as  to  be  prejudicial  to  health.  As  this 
notice  and  another  under  Section  93  were  not  complied  with,  the  owner 
was  prosecuted  and  the  Bench  made  an  order  for  the  work  to  be  done 
within  eight  weeks. 

Prosecutions.  Apart  from  the  above,  no  legal  proceedings  were 
necessary  to  enforce  the  repair  of  property,  though  the  difficulty  of 
carrying  out  orders  for  repairs  is  getting  beyond  the  limits  of  human  wit. 
So  many  men  engaged  in  the  building  trade  have  been  diverted  to  what  is 
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conveniently  termed  war  work,  or  work  of  national  importance,  that  we 
seem  to  be  rapidly  approaching  a  deadlock. 

Prosecutions  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  are  dealt  with  on 
pages  25  and  26. 

Overcrowding.  The  continued  return  of  evacuees,  chiefly  to 
London,  and  the  calling  up  of  younger  people  to  the  Forces,  have  done 
much  to  ease  the  situation  as  regards  overcrowding.  Though  we  cannot 
prevent  some  slight  overcrowding  we  do  our  best  to  alleviate  the  most 
serious  cases.  There  were  sixteen  known  cases  at  the  end  of  1942. 

During  the  year  we  received  nine  applications  from  landlords,  agents, 
etc.,  to  supply  the  permitted  numbers  for  ninety-two  houses. 

Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses.  That  there  is  a  shortage  of 
houses  in  the  Borough  is  a  fact  known  to  all,  but  the  precise  extent  of  that 
shortage  is  an  unknown  quantity.  The  number  of  applicants  for  Council 
houses  continues  to  increase  and  at  the  end  of  December,  1942,  had  ex¬ 
ceeded  three  thousand.  For  various  reasons,  however,  no  reliable  figure 
can  be  given.  It  must  also  be  borne  in  mind  every  applicant  for  a  Council 
house  is  not  necessarily  in  urgent  need  of  one.  Nevertheless  the  shortage 
will  be  severely  felt  immediately  hostilities  cease. 

Housing  Statistics.  The  particulars  for  1942  are  set  out  below 


in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  : — 

1.  — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  .  1,572 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 

above)  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932  883 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  6 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation .  842 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their 
officers  .  362 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 


were  served  requiring  repairs .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  :• — 

(a)  By  owners  .  0 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ....  0 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1 )  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied .  466 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  .  471 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners .  0 

C. - — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  .  0 

D.  — Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  :■ — 

(1 )  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 

the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  0 

4 . — Housing  Act,  1936.- — Part  IV.- — Overcrowding. 

A.  —  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the 

year  . 16 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  16 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . .  135* 

B.  — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year .  17 

C. - — (1 )  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  .  16 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  .  99* 

D.  — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  have 
taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding .  Nil 

E.  — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  con¬ 

ditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  con¬ 
sider  it  desirable  to  report  .  f 

^Equivalent  number  of  units  =  107J  and  79  respectively. 


f  See  paragraph  on  “Overcrowding”  on  page  20. 

Other  Housing  Matters.  Reference  should  be  made  to  Section 
III.  “  Sanitary  Circumstances  ”  for  other  information  bearing  on 
housing. 

The  estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Borough  on  31st 
December,  1942,  was  29,350,  of  which  just  over  10,000  are  estimated  to 
have  been  built  since  1st  January,  1919. 

V.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Milk  Supply.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  eighty-three 
milch  cows  housed  in  the  Borough  and  they  were  periodically  examined 
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by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
Animal  Health  Division. 

Milk  in  Schools.  The  scheme  for  supplying  milk  in  schools 
more  than  held  its  own  during  the  year,  2,643,929  bottles  of  milk  being 
consumed,  as  against  1,893,157  during  1941.  All  this  was  pasteurised  as 
none  other  is  authorised  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  ;  298,483  bottles 
were  issued  free  to  children  whose  parents  were  not  considered  to  be  in  a 
position  to  pay  for  them. 

Tubercle  Bacilli  in  Milk.  Thirty-nine  samples  of  milk  were 
examined  for  us  in  1942  at  the  Lister  Institute  of  Preventive  Medicine  or 
Northampton  General  Hospital  Laboratory  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli.  Two  were  reported  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli;  investigations 
by  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
resulted  in  the  slaughter  of  three  cows. 

For  many  years  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk  has  been  a 
source  of  interest  to  me,  as  it  is  my  opinion  that  tuberculous  milk  is  a 
cause,  if  not  the  chief  cause,  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  especially 
in  children.  I  am  fully  aware  these  views  are  not,  or  were  not,  universally 
held  by  the  medical  profession  ;  one  school  of  thought  went  so  far  as  to 
say  that  the  presence  of  a  small  number  of  tubercle  bacilli  in  milk  was  an 
advantage,  as  it  tended  to  immunise  against  tuberculosis  those  who  con¬ 
sumed  raw  milk.  To  that  argument  I  can  only  say  I  never  heard  of  a 
more  dangerous  theory.  To  introduce  living  tubercle  bacilli  in  unknown 
quantities  into  the  system  of  human  beings,  especially  children  who  are 
the  largest  consumers  of  milk,  is  much  more  dangerous  than  playing  with 
fire.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  in  immunisation  against  all  other 
infectious  diseases  (with  the  exception  of  smallpox)  dead,  not  living, 
bacteria  are  employed  and  the  number  of  organisms  in  each  injection  is 
known  with  a  considerable  degree  of  accuracy,  a  very  different  state  of 
affairs  to  the  introduction  of  live  organisms  by  the  rule  of  thumb 
method. 

In  order  to  form  some  rough  idea  of  the  degree  to  which  the  milk 
consumed  in  the  Borough  is  infected,  samples  have  been  taken  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  biological  examination  over  a  period  of  twelve  years.  The 
results  are  tabulated  below  — 

NUMBER  OF  MILK  NUMBER  CONTAINING 


YEAR. 

SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

TUBERCLE  BACILLI 

1931 

5 

0 

1932 

22 

9 

JLt 

1933 

44 

3 

1934 

45 

0 

1935 

43 

2 

1936 

42 

3 

1937 

51 

7 

1938 

44 

4 

23 


YEAR. 

NUMBER  OF  MILK 

SAMPLES  TAKEN. 

NUMBER  CONTAINING 
TUBERCLE  BACILLI. 

1939 

48 

8 

1940 

22 

0 

1941 

22 

0 

1942 

39 

2 

Totals  ....  427  31  (7*3  per  cent.) 

The  number  of  samples  taken  (427)  is  not  large  and  some  of  them  were 
follow-ups,  but  as  they  were  what  might  be  termed  random  samples, 
they  give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  infection,  and  we  can,  I  think,  claim 
to  have  been  successful  in  tracing  the  infecting  cows  and  having  them 
slaughtered.  I  consider  the  method  adopted  in  1938,  through  the 
agency  of  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries,  is  working  very  satisfactorily,  being  a  great  improvement  on  the 
old  system  ;  four  years  ago  a  diseased  cow  was  traced  as  far  away  as 
Sheffield  and  slaughtered. 

With  all  the  goodwill  in  the  world  (which  is  not  always  forthcoming), 
it  will  not  be  possible  for  many  years  to  come  (if  ever)  to  eradicate 
tubercle  bacilli  from  cows’  milk,  and  the  more  the  milk  is  mixed  the 
greater  the  spread  of  infection,  though,  of  course,  to  a  less  degree  ;  in 
other  words,  more  milk  will  contain  tubercle  bacilli,  but  in  smaller 
numbers  per  millilitre  than  in  the  infecting  milk.  The  only  way  at 
present  to  render  cows’  milk  safe  and  free  from  tubercle  bacilli  is  by 
means  of  pasteurisation  or  boiling,  the  former  method  being  preferred 
owing  to  its  causing  less  disturbance  of  the  cream-line  and  no  perceptible 
change  in  the  taste  of  the  milk,  etc. 

Pasteurisation  consists  in  holding  the  milk  at  a  temperature  of 
between  145°F.  and  150°F.  for  at  least  half  an  hour,  then  quickly  cooling 
to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  55°F.  This  method  will  reduce  the 
organisms  present  in  the  milk  by  ninety  to  ninety-five  per  cent,  when 
carried  out  under  commercial  conditions,  and  is  even  more  effective  still 
when  carried  out  in  a  laboratory. 

Nothing  in  these  notes  must  be  read  as  a  plea  for,  or  an  excuse  for,  the 
presence  of  dirt,  and  by  dirt  one  means  bacteria,  for  they  may  be  taken 
as  synonymous  terms,  in  milk.  Pasteurisation  is  only  to  be  regarded  as 
a  means  of  rendering  the  milk  safe  from  pathogenic  organisms,  of  which 
the  tubercle  bacillus  is  only  one,  although  possibly  the  most  important. 
While  on  this  point  one  may  mention  that  outbreaks  of  typhoid  and 
scarlet  fever  have  frequently  in  the  past  been  traced  to  infected  milk,  and 
at  the  present  time  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  many  cases  of  undulant  fever 
are  occurring  in  this  country  due  to  an  infected  milk  supply.  It  has 
never  been  shewn  that  pasteurisation  has  any  deleterious  effect  on  the 
nutritional  value  of  milk,  in  fact  all  the  evidence  seems  to  be  the  other 
way. 
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Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
seven  cowkeepers,  85  retail  dairymen,  and  seven  wholesalers  were  on  the 
registers.  Eleven  of  these  resided  outside  the  Borough  ;  their  premises 
were  inspected  by  officers  of  the  rural  sanitary  authorities  and  passed  as 
fit  for  the  purpose  before  they  were  placed  on  our  register.  In  addition, 
137  persons  were  allowed  to  sell  milk  in  bottles  on  conditions  explained  in 
previous  reports.  The  inspectors  made  506  visits  to  registered  premises, 
during  which  minor  defects  were  found  in  eight  instances  and  speedily 
remedied. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936  to  1942.  The 

following  licences  under  these  Regulations  were  in  operation  at  the  end 
of  1942  :• — 

Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  “  tuberculin  tested  ” 


(a)  bottling  establishments  .  -  2 

(b)  shops  and  other  premises  . . .  11 

Dealers’  licences  to  use  the  designation  “  pasteurised  ”  — 

(a)  pasteurising  establishments  .  5 

(b)  shops  and  other  premises  .  5 

Producer’s  licence  to  use  the  designation  “  accredited  ”  .  1 

These  licences  were  held  by  fourteen  dairymen  in  all. 


105  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination, 
viz  : — eighteen  tuberculin  tested,  forty-one  pasteurised,  and  forty-six 
ordinary  loose  milk. 

All  but  one  of  the  eighteen  tuberculin  tested  milks  satisfied  the 
prescribed  methylene  blue  reduction  test  for  cleanliness. 

Twelve  of  the  forty-one  pasteurised  milks  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Regulations  ;  the  satisfactory  samples  averaged 
19,055  bacteria  per  millilitre. 

Thirteen  of  the  forty-six  samples  of  ordinary  loose  milk  were  esti¬ 
mated  to  contain  500,000  or  more  bacteria  per  millilitre  ;  the  average  of 
the  remaining  thirty-three  samples  was  73,945. 

Thirty-nine  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  submitted  to  the  phos¬ 
phatase  test  to  ascertain  if  pasteurisation  had  been  satisfactorily  carried 
out,  i.e.,  if  the  raw  milk  had  been  heated  up  to  a  sufficiently  high 
temperature  for  the  requisite  period.  Thirty-two  of  the  samples  passed 
the  test  satisfactorily  ;  the  remaining  seven  failed  to  do  so. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods.  No  change  was  made  in  the  methods  of 
meat  and  food  inspection,  which  were  explained  in  previous  reports. 
Tables  9  and  10  (pages  69  and  70)  give  particulars  of  food  condemned. 

Di  sease  in  Meat.  Table  10  (page  70)  gives  particulars  of  carcases 
inspected  and  condemned.  The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  rose  by 
over  ten  per  cent,  and  reached  the  figure  of  56,159. 

Seizure  of  Unsound  Food.  The  officers  of  the  Department  did 
not  seize  any  meat  ;  all  which  was  condemned  was  voluntarily  surrender¬ 
ed.  The  amount  of  tinned  food  condemned  during  the  year  greatly  ex¬ 
ceeded  that  of  previous  years,  due  largely  to  damage,  etc.,  in  transport. 
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Slaughterhouses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  thirty-six 
slaughterhouses  on  the  register.  These  are  licensed  annually  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the 
Government  having  for  the  duration  of  the  war  taken  over  the  business 
of  slaughtering  of  animals  for  food,  only  four  of  the  slaughterhouses  on 
the  register  were  in  use  during  the  year. 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  and  1935.  Under 
these  Regulations,  119  notices  of  casual  slaughter  were  received  during 
1942. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933.  The  name  of  one  slaughterman 
was  added  to  the  register,  making  a  total  of  181  on  31st  December,  1942, 
when  all  the  licences  expired.  For  obvious  reasons  most  of  them  were 
not  renewed. 

Grading  and  Marking  of  Foodstuffs.  The  inspectors  of  the 
Department  continue  to  carry  out  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Merchandise 
Marks  Act,  1926,  and  the  Agricultural  Produce  (Grading  and  Marking) 
Act,  1928,  and  the  numerous  Orders  made  thereunder. 

Bakehouses.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  seventy-three 
bakehouses  on  the  register.  To  these  premises  the  inspectors  paid  204 
visits,  when  seventeen  minor  infringements  of  the  Act  were  discovered 
and  remedied. 

Other  Premises  dealing  with  Food.  Under  this  heading  come 
premises  where  food  is  dealt  with,  other  than  those  already  mentioned, 
e.g.,  those  connected  with  the  manufacture  and  storage  of  potted  meats, 
jams,  sweets,  ice-cream,  etc.  2,472  visits  of  inspection  were  made, 
when  no  defects  of  a  serious  nature  were  discovered. 

Food  Poisoning.  No  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  315  samples  (including  87  informal) 

were  taken  by  the  sanitary  inspectors  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938.  The  nature  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  is  given 
in  detail  in  Table  12  (page  71).  Eighteen  of  them  (5-7  per  cent.)  were 
found  to  be  not  genuine.  Seven  of  these  were  informal  samples.  Of  the 
eleven  formal  samples  found  to  be  not  genuine,  ten  were  milk,  the  other 
was  ground  ginger.  They  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 

Sample  No.  26.  Milk  contained  6-0  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Vendor 
was  fined  three  pounds  plus  three  guineas  costs. 

No.  67.  Milk  contained  2-1  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Warned. 

No.  94.  Milk  contained  8-3  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Vendor  was 
fined  two  pounds  and  three  guineas  costs. 

No.  112.  Milk  deficient  in  milk-fat  33-3  per  cent.  Fined  three 
pounds. 

No.  135.  Milk  deficient  in  milk-fat  7-0  per  cent.  No  action  was  taken 
as  the  milk  was  sour  when  received  by  the  Analyst. 
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No.  142.  Milk  deficient  in  milk-fat  4-0  per  cent.  Warned. 

No.  144.  Milk  deficient  in  milk-fat  8-0  per  cent.  Case  dismissed. 

No.  186.  Milk  contained  4-7  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Fined  three 
pounds. 

No.  201.  Ground  ginger.  Reported  by  the  Analyst  to  be  partially 
exhausted  ginger  ;  alcoholic  extract  2-0  per  cent.  Warned. 

No.  264.  Milk  deficient  in  milk-fat  16-7  per  cent.  Fined  ten  shill¬ 
ings. 

No.  309.  Milk  contained  6-3  per  cent,  of  added  water.  Fined  one 
pound. 

The  average  fat  content  of  the  176  samples  of  genuine  milk  was 
3-68  per  cent,  and  the  non-fatty  solids  8-82  per  cent. 

All  the  milks  sent  for  analysis  were  examined  for  the  presence  of 
preservatives,  but  none  were  detected. 

Preservatives,  etc.  No  infringements  of  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives  &c.  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1940,  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  the 
Public  Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  or  the 
Public  Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927. 

Chemical  Work.  No  change  occurred  in  the  arrangements  for 
chemical  examinations  made  on  behalf  of  the  Department. 

Bacteriological  Work.  The  bacteriological  work  was  performed 
at  Northampton  General  Hospital  and  the  Lister  Institute,  London, 
until  31st  May  when  the  latter  institution  gave  us  notice  that  they  could 
no  longer  carry  out  investigations  for  outside  authorities.  Since  that 
date  all  the  work  for  the  Department  has  been  undertaken  by  North¬ 
ampton  General  Hospital. 

Nutrition.  No  special  work  relating  to  nutrition  was  attempted 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is  need  of  any. 

Shell -fish  and  Watercress.  No  change  was  made  either  regard¬ 
ing  the  sources  of  supply  (given  in  previous  reports)  or  the  means  of 
dealing  with  these  articles  of  food. 

VI , — PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

“Zymotic  Deaths.”  During  1942  six  deaths  were  ascribed 
to  the  so-called  “  zymotic  diseases,”  giving  a  “  zymotic  death-rate  ” 
of  0-06  per  thousand  civilian  population,  compared  with  0T0  for  1941. 
Though  as  I  have  said  on  previous  occasions  the  “  zymotic  death-rate  ” 
may  not  hold  the  position  it  once  did,  it  is  a  factor  which  cannot  be 
ignored  when  assessing  the  sanitary  conditions  of  a  locality  during  a  given 
period.  The  figure  of  0*06  is  a  very  low  one  and  has  only  once  been 
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equalled  in  Northampton,  when  it  occurred  in  1936.  These  deaths  are 
classified  below 


Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 

Diphtheria  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

Smallpox  . . 

Whooping  Cough . 


NUMBER  OF  DEATH- 


DEATHS. 

4 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 


RATES 

0-04 

0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 


Each  of  these  diseases  is  dealt  with  separately  in  the  next  few  pages. 


Measles.  We  received  438  notifications  of  measles,  compared  with 
260  during  1941.  It  may  be  assumed  the  disease  was  of  a  mild  form  as 
no  deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause.  The  attack-rate  was  4-30,  com¬ 
pared  with  7-46  for  England  and  Wales.  The  national  death-rate  was 
0-01. 


Whooping  Cough.  There  were  only  fifty-six  notifications  of 
whooping  cough,  a  considerable  reduction  from  the  582  in  1941.  The 
attack-rate  was  0-55.  As  usual  the  disease  was  confined  to  children,  the 
oldest  case  being  only  seven  years  of  age.  No  deaths  were  credited  to 
this  disease.  For  England  and  Wales  the  attack-rate  was  1-73  and  the 
death-rate  0-02. 


Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  Four  local  children  under  two  years  of 
age  died  from  enteritis,  giving  a  rate  of  2-5  per  thousand  live  births 
registered,  compared  with  5*2  for  England  and  Wales. 

Influenza.  This  disease  is  not  notifiable.  Only  six  deaths  were 
attributed  to  it,  as  against  ten  during  1941.  The  death-rate  was  0-06, 
while  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  0-09.  1942  was  not  an  influenza 

year. 

Cerebro- spinal  Fever.  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis  generally  shews 
a  recrudescence  during  war  time,  probably  due  to  overcrowding,  the 
influx  of  persons  from  countries  where  it  is  very  prevalent,  etc.,  but  in 
spite  of  these  conditions  prevailing  in  this  country  at  the  present  time 
only  six  notifications  were  received  and  no  deaths  attributed  to  this 
cause.  Five  of  the  cases  were  treated  at  Northampton  General  Hospital. 
The  local  attack-rate  was  0-06  ;  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  0-14. 

Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis.  This  is  commonly  called  “  in¬ 
fantile  paralysis.”  Only  one  case  was  notified,  relating  to  a  child  of  three 
years,  who  was  subsequently  removed  to  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital 
for  treatment. 

Enterica.  Four  cases  of  enterica  were  notified  during  the  year,  all 
being  paratyphoid  B,  the  commonest  form  of  typhoid  in  England,  making 
an  attack-rate  of  0-04  per  thousand.  Three  were  males  and  one  female. 
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Three  were  treated  at  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  the 
other  at  Northampton  General  Hospital.  A  Northampton  woman  died 
from  typhoid  fever  in  a  mental  hospital  outside  the  Town.  The  death- 
rate  was  thus  0-01.  For  England  and  Wales  the  attack-rate  was  0-02 
and  the  death-rate  0-00. 

Dysentery.  Three  notifications  of  Sonne  dysentery  in  school 
children  were  received,  compared  with  eighteen  during  1941.  Sonne 
dysentery  is  a  very  mild  form  of  the  disease  and  is  probably  more  frequent 
in  this  country  than  is  commonly  believed.  Death  from  this  form  is  rare. 
There  was  one  death  attributed  to  Flexner  dysentery,  that  relating  to  a 
Northampton  woman  who  died  in  a  mental  hospital  outside  the  Borough. 

Erysipelas.  Nineteen  notifications  of  erysipelas  were  received, 
giving  an  attack-rate  of  0-19,  compared  with  0-30  for  England  and 
Wales.  The  figure  nineteen  is  the  lowest  since  the  coming  into  force 
of  notification  in  1889  ;  the  previous  lowest  was  twenty-one  in  1937. 
Only  one  case  received  hospital  treatment.  One  death  was  attributed 
to  this  cause. 

Chickenpox.  This  disease,  which  is  endemic,  is  not.  notifiable. 
In  the  returns  furnished  weekly  by  head  teachers,  251  cases  or  sus¬ 
pected  cases  were  reported  amongst  school  children,  or  less  than  half  the 
number  noted  in  1941. 

Vaccination.  The  arrangements  regarding  vaccination  outlined 
in  previous  reports  were  continued.  From  the  returns  furnished  by 
the  two  Vaccination  Officers  it  appears  that  of  the  2,088  infants  whose 
births  were  registered  in  the  Borough  during  1941,  342  (16*4  per  cent.) 
were  successfully  vaccinated,  a  higher  figure  than  usual. 

During  1942  no  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  under  the  Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 
1917. 

Smallpox.  No  case  of  smallpox  or  suspected  smallpox  came  to  the 
notice  of  the  Department  during  1942. 

Typhus  Fever.  The  Ministry  of  Health  called  the  attention  of 
local  authorities  to  the  danger  of  typhus  fever  being  imported  into  this 
country  from  the  battle  fronts,  especially  from  Eastern  Europe  where  the 
disease  is  endemic.  As  typhus  is  carried  by  lice,  special  clothing  was 
prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  to  be  worn  by  members  of  the  staff 
engaged  in  removing  or  treating  typhus  patients.  Sets  of  such  clothing 
were  obtained  and  are  stored  at  Harborough  Road  Hospital.  So  far  I 
am  not  aware  of  any  cases  having  occurred  in  this  country  during  the 
present  hostilities. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Sixty-three  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were 
received,  compared  with  151  during  1941.  The  attack-rate  of  0-62 
compared  favourably  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  (2-19).  So  far 
as  scarlet  fever  is  concerned  we  are  passing  through  one  of  those  quiet 
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periods  which  occur  from  time  to  time  without  any  apparent  cause. 
As  usual  most  of  the  notifications  referred  to  children,  the  oldest  patient 
being  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Forty-five  of  the  patients  were  removed 
to  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  where  after  a  period  of 
observation  three  were  found  to  be  not  suffering  from  scarlet  fever.  No 
deaths  were  attributed  to  this  cause. 

It  is  doubtful  if  any  of  the  common  infectious  diseases  has  changed 
so  much  in  the  past  forty  years  as  scarlet  fever,  altered  in  the  way  of 
becoming  so  much  milder.  The  malignant  type  of  the  disease  met  with 
at  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  appears  to  be  a  thing  of  the 
past.  The  precise  cause  of  this  change  in  virulence  is  not  known.  It 
would  be  very  easy  for  enthusiasts  in  certain  measures  to  bring  forward 
causes  for  this  decline,  but  it  would  be  just  as  easy  for  one  with  all  the 
facts  to  hand  to  shew  that  the  alleged  causes  for  the  decline  in  virulence 
played  a  very  small  part  in  the  welcome  change.  As  the  cause  of  the 
decrease  in  virulence  is  unknown,  we  have  no  reason  to  assume  the 
disease  may  not  again  revert  to  its  former  type. 

Diphtheria.  Eighty-three  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received, 
compared  with  334  in  1941.  The  attack-rate  for  the  Borough  was  0-82 
and  for  England  and  Wales  1-05.  The  remarks  regarding  the  incidence 
and  virulence  of  scarlet  fever  may  to  a  large  extent  be  applied  to  diph¬ 
theria.  The  disease  fell  very  evenly  on  the  sexes,  involving  thirty-eight 
males  and  forty-five  females.  Seventy-four  of  the  patients  were  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  where  after  a  period 
of  observation  eight  were  considered  to  be  not  suffering  from  diphtheria. 
Only  one  death  was  certified  as  due  to  this  cause,  a  boy  aged  four  years 
affected  with  the  gravis  type,  giving  a  death-rate  of  0-01,  compared  with 
0-05  for  England  and  Wales. 

169  phials  of  antitoxin  (each  of  8,000  units)  were  issued  free  to 
general  practitioners  in  the  Borough  on  application  to  the  Public  Health 
Department  at  a  cost  of  £48. 

In  my  last  report  there  appeared  a  note  on  the  types  of  diphtheria 
bacillus  prevalent  in  the  Borough  and  a  few  words  about  the  relative 
virulence  of  the  three  types.  From  information  supplied  by  the 
Bacteriologist  of  the  Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  North¬ 
ampton  General  Hospital  it  would  appear  that  during  1942  the  incidence 
was  52  per  cent,  intermedins,  34  per  cent,  mitis,  and  14  per  cent,  gravis. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  During  the  year  the  number 
of  school  children  aged  from  five  to  fifteen  years  who  received  two  doses 
of  the  prophylactic  was  2,282  and  of  those  under  five  years  1,315,  making 
a  total  of  3,637  who  had  completed  the  full  course.  At  the  end  of  1942 
it  was  estimated  that  67  per  cent,  of  school  children  and  30  per  cent,  of 
the  under  fives  were  immunised. 

Fifty-two  phials  of  A.P.T.  (each  of  5  c.c.)  were  supplied  free  to 
practitioners  in  connection  with  the  immunisation  campaign.  A  little 
T.A.F.  was  also  issued. 
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Pneumonia.  102  notifications  of  pneumonia  were  received,  or  about 
half  of  those  for  1941  when  193  were  notified.  The  attack-rate  was  1*00 
and  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  1-07.  The  ages  of  the  patients  ranged 
from  six  months  to  ninety-three  years.  The  sexes  were  very  evenly 
affected,  fifty-three  males  to  forty-nine  females.  In  fourteen  instances 
the  classification  on  the  notification  certificate  was  broncho-pneumonia 
and  in  thirteen  cases  the  pneumonia  was  stated  to  have  followed  influenza. 
Eleven  cases  were  treated  at  Northampton  General  Hospital  and  two  (mili¬ 
tary  cases)  at  Park  Hospital,  Wellingborough.  Forty-eight  deaths  were 
ascribed  to  pneumonia,  compared  with  seventy-two  during  1941,  a  proof 
that  1942  was  not  a  pneumonia  year. 

Borough  Hospitals.  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Har- 
borough  Road.  A  full  description  of  this  hospital  appeared  in  my 
report  for  1930.  Table  11  (page  70)  gives  statistics  for  1942.  The 
hospital  was  never  half  full  during  the  year  ;  the  highest  number  of 
patients  under  treatment  at  any  given  time  was  twenty-seven  on  2nd 
and  3rd  July,  while  the  lowest  was  ten  on  several  days  in  February  and 
July.  The  average  number  was  16-2.  (See  also  page  12). 

Tuberculosis  Hospital,  Welford  Road.  Full  particulars  of 
this  hospital  were  given  in  my  report  for  1930.  Further  references  occur 
on  pages  12  and  44  of  this  report. 

Smallpox  Hospital,  Mere  Way.  No  work  of  any  extent  was 
carried  out  at  this  hospital,  which  is  maintained  in  such  a  condition  as 
to  be  available  for  opening  on  short  notice.  ( See  also  page  12). 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  Wellingborough  Road.  To  this  hos¬ 
pital,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
and  ranks  as  a  grade  2  hospital  under  the  Emergency  Hospital  Scheme, 
no  alterations  or  additions  were  made.  (See  also  pages  12  and  35) . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Ninety-six  notifications  of  puerperal 
pyrexia  were  received,  including  fifty-five  cases  from  out  of  town  not 
notified  in  their  own  areas,  equal  to  an  attack-rate  of  58-60  per  thousand 
total  births.  For  England  and  Wales  the  corresponding  figure  was 
12-61.  Eighty-eight  were  treated  at  the  General  Hospital  and  two  at 
St.  Edmund’s.  Two  were  doctors’  cases,  six  occurred  in  the  practice  of 
midwives,  seventy-nine  occurred  in  institutions,  and  in  nine  no  reliable 
information  was  available. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  For  the  first  time  since  notification 
of  this  disease  was  introduced  on  1st  April,  1914,  we  received  no  notifica¬ 
tions  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  the  great  source  of  “  blindness  from 
birth  ”  in  the  past — a  tribute  to  modern  preventive  methods. 

Venereal  Diseases.  A  considerable  amount  of  publicity  has  of 
late  been  given  to  the  question  of  the  increase  of  venereal  disease  and  the 
means  of  preventing  its  spread.  It  was  assumed  as  a  matter  of  course 
by  a  certain  section  of  the  public  that  there  would  be  a  very  large  increase 
in  the  number  of  persons  suffering  from  venereal  disease  owing  to  war- 
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time  conditions,  but  the  statistics  for  Northampton  do  not  disclose  any 
significant  increase  amongst  the  civilian  population  compared  with 
pre-war  -years.  Indeed  our  records  shew  that  in  the  early  nineteen- 
thirties  there  were  more  patients  attending  the  Special  Clinic  for  the 
first  time  than  at  any  period  since  the  outbreak  of  the  present  hostilities. 
This  being  so  it  is  scarcely  feasible  that  the  war  effort  is  being  impeded 
by  venereal  disease  in  Northampton.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  the 
civilian  population  at  risk  during  1942  was  somewhat  smaller  than 
during  the  pre-war  years,  but  even  when  that  difference  is  allowed  for 
there  is  nothing  alarming  in  the  figures. 

218  Borough  residents  received  treatment  for  the  first  time  at  the 
Special  Clinic  for  venereal  diseases  at  Northampton  General  Hospital, 
under  the  combined  scheme  worked  in  conjunction  with  the  County 
Councils  of  Northamptonshire  and  Buckinghamshire.  The  classification 
of  the  new  cases  was  as  follows  — 


CONDITION. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Syphilis  . 

26 

12 

38* 

Gonorrhoea  . 

72 

15 

87 

Other  than  Venereal  . 

48 

45 

93 

Totals  .  .  .  . 

146 

72 

218 

(*Eighteen  male  and  six  female  syphilis  cases  were  of  more  than 
one  year’s  standing). 

Three  syphilis  (one  male  and  two  female)  and  fifteen  gonorrhoea 
(ten  male  and  five  female)  patients,  including  persons  under  treat¬ 
ment  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  carried  out  the  full  courses  of 
treatment  recommended  by  the  specialists  in  charge  of  the  Clinic  and 
were  discharged  after  final  tests  of  cure. 

Fourteen  syphilis  patients  (ten  males  and  four  females)  and  fourteen 
gonorrhoea  patients  (thirteen  males  and  one  female)  ceased  attending 
before  completion  of  treatment  or  before  final  tests  as  to  cure  were 
made. 

The  total  attendances  made  by  Borough  patients  at  the  out-patient 
clinics  were  2,513,  almost  precisely  the  same  as  in  1941.  Ninety-seven 
days  were  spent  in  hospital  by  patients. 

In  the  treatment  of  syphilis,  450  doses  of  approved  arsenobenzene 
compounds  (stabilarsan  or  sulfarsenol)  were  administered,  as  also  were 
898  doses  of  other  preparations. 

In  connection  with  the  scheme,  1,467  specimens  were  examined  by 
the  Pathologist  at  a  cost  of  £340  11s.  Od.  ;  731  specimens  were  on  behalf 
of  the  Treatment  Centre,  614  for  hospitals  and  other  institutions,  and 
122  for  local  practitioners. 

The  Borough  Council  makes  an  annual  grant  of  £23  to  what  was 
formerly  the  British  Social  Hygiene  Council,  but  as  from  1st  April,  1942, 
the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  took  over  the  work  formerly 
carried  on  by  the  first-named  body  for  propaganda  purposes. 
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With  the  continuance  of  the  war  and  the  black-out  and  the  diffi¬ 
culties  in  travel  it  was  felt  that  some  alteration  of  the  hours  of  the 
Special  Clinic  would  be  an  advantage.  These  were  altered  to 

Males — Wednesday,  2  p.m.  ;  Friday,  7  p.m. 

Females — Monday,  7  p.m.  ;  Friday,  12  noon. 

The  order  commonly  known  as  Regulation  33B,  made  under  the 
Civil  Defence  Act,  came  into  force  in  December,  1942.  Its  object  is  to 
secure  the  compulsory  treatment  of  persons  (chiefly  women)  suffering 
from  venereal  disease  who  are  said  to  be  spreading  it  by  their  conduct 
and  neglect  of  treatment. 

Cancer.  No  change  was  made  in  the  arrangements  for  the  treatment 
of  cancer,  though  something  may  emerge  from  the  “  Regionalisation  of 
Hospital  Services  ”  should  that  scheme  be  put  into  operation.  The 
number  of  deaths  in  Northampton  attributed  to  cancer  during  1942  was 
186,  giving  a  local  death-rate  from  this  cause  of  1-83,  the  same  as  that  for 
England  and  Wales.  Table  3  (page  63)  gives  comparable  figures  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

Prevention  of  Blindness.  1'he  information  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  will  be  found  under  the  heading  “  Blind  Persons” 
on  page  13. 

Tuberculosis.  The  report  of  the  Clinical  Tuberculosis  Officer, 
Dr.  N.  B.  Laughton,  the  twenty-fourth  in  the  series,  is  printed  as  Appendix 
I.  on  pages  39  to  51.  The  work  has  considerably  increased  since  the 
Dispensary  in  Hazelwood  Road  was  opened  in  1914. 

The  total  tuberculosis  death-rate  for  Northampton  was  0-59  (respir¬ 
atory  0*48;  other  forms  0-11).  The  corresponding  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  0-66  (respiratory  0-54  ;  other  forms  0-12).  Table  T6 
(page  49)  gives  comparable  figures  for  the  last  ten  years. 

x\s  stated  in  my  last  report,  tuberculosis  is  said  to  shew  a  state  of 
recrudescence  during  war  time  and  the  tendency  was  that  way  to  a  certain 
extent  during  the  first  two  years  of  the  war,  but  for  the  year  under  dis¬ 
cussion  the  number  of  new  notifications  shewed  a  decline  compared  with 
that  for  1941,  being  110  as  against  146,  in  fact  it  was  practically  down 
to  pre-war  level,  which  would  lead  one  to  believe  there  is  at  present  no 
need  for  alarm.  On  turning  to  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  we  find 
there  were  sixty,  which  gives,  as  stated  above,  a  tuberculosis  death-rate 
of  0-59,  which  is  the  second  lowest  on  record  for  the  Borough.  These  two 
sets  of  figures,  the  comparatively  small  number  of  new  notifications  and 
the  low  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  do  not  lend  any  support  to 
the  commonly  held  belief  that  war-time  conditions  cause  a  recrudescence 
in  tuberculosis. 

The  increased  use  of  X-rays,  the  employment  of  artificial  pneumo¬ 
thorax,  and  the  examination  and  following-up  of  contacts  have  greatly 
increased  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  his  staff,  and  the 
proposed  mass  radiography  which  it  is  intended  to  introduce  in  the 
somewhat  near  future,  and  which  is  receiving  so  much  attention  through 
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the  press  and  elsewhere,  will  no  doubt  add  to  it  still  further.  From  the 
number  of  persons  sent  to  the  Dispensary  for  examination  the  tendency 
appears  to  be  for  general  practitioners  to  depend  more  and  more  on  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  to  make  the  diagnosis. 

The  accommodation  at  Welford  Road  Hospital  is  inadequate,  but, 
as  Dr.  Laughton  says  in  his  report,  nothing  can  be  done  during  war  time 
and  with  the  regionalisation  of  hospital  services  in  the  offing  I  doubt 
if  it  would  be  wise  to  spend  any  money  on  enlarging  that  institution  until 
one  knows  definitely  if  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is  going  to  be 
“  regionalised.”  I  think  it  is  very  probable  that  it  will  be. 

Bacteriology.  All  the  bacteriological  work  carried  out  for  the 
Department,  except  the  examination  of  water,  is  now  performed  at  the 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Northampton  General  Hospital 
or  in  the  Hospital  Laboratory.  Table  13  (page  72)  gives  particulars 
of  clinical  bacteriology. 

Disinfection  and  Disinfestation.  The  number  of  articles  dealt 
with  at  the  Disinfecting  Station,  St.  Andrew’s  Road,  was  8,280. 

Scabies.  Scabies  is  a  disease  which  is  said  to  be  more  prevalent 
during  war  time,  but  it  was  on  the  increase  before  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hostilities.  The  Borough  Education  Committee  entered  into 
an  agreement  with  the  Baths  Committee  by  which  facilities  at  Miller’s 
Meadow  Slipper  Baths  were  made  available  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  in 
school  children,  the  school  nurses  giving  the  treatment.  As  the  disease 
was,  and  is,  not  confined  to  school  children,  the  Public  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  also  came  into  the  agreement  as  from  23rd  March,  1942,  sharing  the 
baths  with  the  Education  Committee  and  providing  a  nurse  and  a  male 
attendant  to  treat  adults  and  young  children.  By  the  end  of  the  year, 
in  addition  to  the  school  children,  485  cases  (145  males,  340  females) 
were  treated,  making  1,750  attendances.  While  the  treatment  has  been 
very  successful  we  do  not  claim  to  have  eradicated  scabies  from  the 
Borough,  nor  is  it  likely  we  shall  do  so. 

VIE  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

General  Remarks.  The  twenty-second  annual  report  of  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  on  the  work  of 
that  Department  will  be  found  in  Appendix  II.  on  pages  52  to  62. 

Several  changes  in  the  staff  took  place  during  the  year.  Dr. 
Marjorie  Martin  Williams  succeeded  Dr.  Mar}7  T.  Day  as  Assistant 
Medical  Officer  on  26th  January,  1942.  Miss  C.  A.  Hallahan,  health 
visitor,  left  on  12th  May  to  take  up  nursing  under  the  Q.A.I.M.N.S.R.  as 
a  war-time  measure.  Mrs.  J.  H.  Armitage  commenced  duty  as  tempor¬ 
ary  health  visitor  on  5th  November  in  place  of  Miss  Hallahan.  Miss 
O.  K.  Oram,  health  visitor,  returned  to  Bermondsey  on  6th  February  and 
Miss  K.  M.  Parry  on  29th  July  ;  Miss  R.  M.  Edwards  and  Miss  P.  Bendle, 
health  visitors,  were  recalled  to  Willesden  on  31st  October. 
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I  regret  to  say  that  Miss  L.  M.  Islip,  former  senior  health  visitor  who 
retired  on  account  of  ill-health  as  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1938,  died 
on  24th  May,  1942  ;  she  had  been  an  invalid  ever  since  her  retirement. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infantile  mortality-rate  of  42-6  per 
thousand  live  births  registered  is  an  extremely  low  one  and  has  only 
twice  been  beaten  in  Northampton,  a  town  with  a  consistently  good 
record.  The  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  49.  One 
of  the  favouring  causes  for  this  happy  result  was,  in  my  opinion,  the 
remarkably  mild  winter  compared  with  the  previous  three.  Persons  at 
both  extremes  of  life  are  much  under  the  influence  of  the  weather. 
What  we  are  anxiously  looking  for  is  some  means  of  preventing  the  neo¬ 
natal  deaths,  which  account  for  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  deaths  of 
children  under  the  age  of  one  year. 

Maternal  Mortality.  Seven  maternal  deaths  were  recorded,  giving 
a  rate  of  4-27  per  thousand  total  births  registered.  This  is  the  first  time 
for  seven  years  that  our  local  rate  has  exceeded  that  for  England  and 
Wales  (2-47)  and  compares  unfavourably  with  our  previous  good  record 
extending  back  many  years.  Both  figures  quoted  above  include  deaths 
from  abortion  and  Table  M7  (page  62)  gives  comparable  rates  for  the 
last  ten  years. 

These  seven  deaths  are  classified  more  particularly  in  the  report  of 
the  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  page  57.  Each  death  was  inquired  into  and 
a  report  giving  all  the  salient  facts  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

Toddlers.  Children  aged  one  to  five  years,  i.e.,  pre-school 
children,  receive  care  and  attention  through  the  agency  of  the  health 
visitors  and  special  clinics,  it  being  the  wish  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
that  special  attention  be  given  to  the  welfare  of  children  of  this  age. 

Midwives  Act,  1936.  The  arrangements  made  for  carrying  out 
the  provisions  of  this  Act  locally  were  explained  in  previous  reports. 
They  are  working  very  satisfactorily,  but  owing  to  the  increased  number 
of  births  attended  by  the  Queen’s  nurses  on  behalf  of  the  Local  Authority 
a  clause  in  the  original  agreement  varying  the  annual  payment  made  to 
the  Queen’s  Institute  by  the  Town  Council  was  put  into  effect  as  from 
1st  February,  1943. 

Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Babies.  No  change 
was  made  in  these  provisions,  which  were  described  in  my  report  for 
1930.  They  continue  to  function  satisfactorily. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  five  registered  nursing  homes  in 
the  Borough,  classified  as  follows  : — one  is  a  mixed  home  for  medical, 
surgical,  and  maternity  cases  ;  two  are  registered  for  maternity  only  ; 
one  is  a  home  for  mothers  and  babies  (St.  Saviour’s);  and  one  is  registered 
for  the  admission  of  aged  and  infirm  persons.  (See  also  page  13).  I 
may  mention  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  proprietors  of  these  homes 
in  obtaining  domestic  staff  ;  so  critical  has  the  position  become  that  it  is 
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just  a  matter  of  chance  whether  some  of  them  will  be  able  to  remain  open. 
The  same  conditions  as  regards  staff  (especially  domestic  staff)  prevail 
at  many  hospitals.  There  is  at  the  time  of  writing  a  suggestion  that  the 
Government  may  issue  some  order  directing  women  into  this  work, 
which  is  surely  essential  employment. 

Resulting  from  the  increased  number  of  births  in  the  Borough,  and 
also  from  the  tendency  for  more  women  to  seek  institutional  accommoda¬ 
tion  during  confinement,  there  has  arisen  difficulty  at  times  in  finding 
accommodation  for  all  who  apply  for  it.  So  far  we  have  been  able  to 
admit  all  who  have  wished  to  go  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  where  women 
receive  excellent  care  and  attention,  but  if  there  be  any  considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  women  seeking  admission  to  that  institution 
I  am  afraid  the  time  may  arrive  when  admittance  cannot  b§  obtained 
owing  to  shortage  of  beds.  This  shortage  is  by  no  means  a  permanent 
one,  it  only  occurs  at  fairly  long  and  irregular  intervals  when  many 
cases  follow  each  other  in  quick  succession  to  be  followed  by  a  slack 
period  ;  such  variations  are  inevitable.  The  situation  has  been  consider¬ 
ably  eased  by  curtailing  the  stay  in  hospital  of  suitable  cases  to  ten  days 
instead  of  the  usual  fourteen. 

The  number  of  women  entering  the  maternity  wards  at  St.  Edmund's 
Hospital  is  now  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  number  admitted  until  quite 
recently.  There  were  212  deliveries  in  1942,  including  57  evacuees. 
For  many  years  the  average  number  had  been  only  ten  per  annum  and  a 
stigma  was  attached  to  the  place  and  everything  connected  with  it.  All 
this  is  now  changed  and  many  women  are  pleased  to  enter  its  portals  for 
confinement,  knowing  how  well  they  will  be  cared  for.  No  better 
testimonial  to  the  good  work  performed  there  could  be  given  or  received 
than  the  way  women  return  for  subsequent  confinements.  This  is  to  me 
a  source  of  great  satisfaction.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  the  primary 
duty  of  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  (which  is  a  public  assistance  institution) 
is  the  care  of  the  destitute  sick,  not  the  admission  of  all  and  sundry  who 
seek  admittance  for  confinement. 

In  passing  one  might  mention  that  this  increase  in  institutional 
maternity  is  of  recent  origin  in  the  provinces,  although  it  was  prevalent  in 
the  large  cities,  London,  New  York,  etc.,  long  before  the  war.  The  fact 
that  so  many  women  are  performing  war  work  of  various  kinds  no  doubt 
accentuates  to  some  extent  the  difficulty  of  home  confinement,  but  it  is 
not  the  sole  cause  for  the  demand  for  institutional  treatment.  To  add  to 
the  difficulties  there  was  at  one  period  of  the  year  1942  a  shortage  of 
midwives  in  the  Borough,  both  in  institutions  and  in  private  practice. 
To  make  things  more  difficult  still  there  is  no  body  with  authority  to 
direct  a  woman  whose  only  qualification  is  that  of  midwife  into  the 
service  for  which  she  is  trained,  rather  than  to  applying  bandages  to  cut 
fingers,  etc.,  in  a  munition  works. 

Health  Visitors.  The  number  of  whole-time  health  visitors  em¬ 
ployed  by  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  seven.  Home  visiting  is  to  some  extent  curtailed  by  the  in- 
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creased  number  of  clinics  and  “  centres  ”  held  compared  with  what  was 
formerly  the  case,  e.g.,  post-natal  and  immunisation  clinics,  etc.,  which 
all  take  up  the  time  of  health  visitors.  ( See  list  of  health  visitors  on 
page  8  and  paragraph  on  “  Home  Visitation  ”  on  page  53). 

Child  Life  Protection.  The  health  visitors,  acting  as  child  pro¬ 
tection  visitors,  reported  that  all  the  guardians  (persons  undertaking  the 
care  of  children  for  reward)  fulfilled  their  obligations.  (Statistics 
appear  on  page  58). 

Dental  and  Orthopaedic  Treatment.  The  arrangements  made 
some  years  ago  and  outlined  in  previous  reports  continued  to  function 
satisfactorily.  ( See  paragraphs  on  pages  56  and  53). 

Otorrhoea.  The  treatment  of  otorrhcea  (discharging  ears)  in 
pre-school  children  is  carried  out  at  the  School  Clinic  by  an  arrangement 
between  the  Borough  Education  Committee  and  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee.  The  scheme  is  working  well  and  it  is  my 
opinion  (after  long  experience)  that  most  cases  of  discharging  ears  in 
young  children  if  taken  in  hand  at  once  and  persevered  with  (an  im¬ 
portant  point)  can  be  cured  without  leaving  any  defect  of  hearing,  where¬ 
as  if  they  are  allowed  to  drift  on  until  the  child  begins  to  attend  school 
the  chance  of  successful  treatment  is  small.  Eleven  cases  made  92 
attendances  during  the  year  ;  six  were  cured  and  five  ceased  attending 
before  a  cure  was  effected. 

Milk  for  Mothers  and  Children.  The  National  Milk  Scheme 
gave  little  or  no  cause  for  complaint  in  the  Borough  and  1  do  not  think 
any  mothers  or  children  suffered  owing  to  want  of  milk.  ( See  also  para¬ 
graph  on  “  Milk  ”  on  page  57). 

Clothes  Rationing.  The  issuing  of  supplementary  clothing 
coupons  to  expectant  mothers  by  the  Infant  Welfare  Department  was 
continued  and  1,737  applications  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 

Fruit  Juices  and  Cod  Liver  Oil.  The  arrangements  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  these  medicinal  substances  to  children  under  five  years  of  age 
continued  to  operate  satisfactorily.  Since  November  the  scheme  has 
embraced  children  of  five  years  and  expectant  mothers  and  the  amounts 
issued  have  increased  considerably  since  that  date. 

Evacuation  Scheme.  Parties  of  expectant  mothers  from  London 
continued  to  arrive  weekly  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  St.  Giles’  Street, 
where  they  were  seen  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  before  being 
dispatched  to  billets  or  hostels  under  the  control  of  the  Chief  Billeting 
Officer.  The  parties  nominally  consisted  of  twenty  women,  but  rarely 
if  ever  was  this  number  reached  ;  actually  795  women  arrived,  768 
destined  for  St.  John’s  Emergency  Maternity  Home,  Weston  Favell, 
and  27  for  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital.  From  the  outbreak  of  war  up  to  the 
time  of  writing  2,329  women  had  been  received  in  these  parties  and 
438  unofficial  cases  registered,  making  a  total  of  2,767.  Since  18th 
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February,  1942,  by  an  arrangement  with  the  Ministry  of  Health,  all  have 
been  allotted  to  St.  John’s.  Practically  all  the  women  returned  to 
London  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  after  delivery. 

In  the  reception  of  these  women  at  St.  Giles’  Street  Centre  valuable 
help  was  rendered  by  the  members  of  the  Voluntary  Committee. 

During  the  year  968  women  were  delivered  in  St.  John’s  Home  and 
212,  including  57  evacuees,  in  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 

(See  also  pages  14  and  58). 

Voluntary  Workers.  The  Voluntary  Committee  continued  to  give 
their  time  and  experience  to  supplement  the  work  of  the  whole-time 
staff  of  the  Department  especially  at  the  weekly  “  centres,”  some  of 
which  are  no  longer  held  in  their  former  premises  owing  to  changes 
necessitated  by  war-time  conditions.  An  account  of  this  work  is  given 
in  the  report  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  on  pages  54  and  55. 


War-time  Day  Nurseries.  One  of  the  outstanding  features  in 
connection  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  during 
1942  was  the  opening  of  five  war-time  day  nurseries,  as  follows 


NAME. 

Bush  Hill 
Victoria  Park 
Kingsthorpe  Park 
Wallace  Road 
Delapre 


SITE. 


DATE  OF  OPENING. 


Weston  Favell  School  grounds 
Victoria  Park 
Kingsthorpe  Park 
Kingsley  School  grounds 
Far  Cotton  Recreation  Ground 


8-6-42 

22-6-42 

29-6-42 

13-7-42 

26-10-42 


All  the  sites  were  selected  in  consultation  with  the  Ministry  of 
Health  and  the  Borough  Education  Committee.  The  number  of  women 
called  up  for  war  work  was  thought  to  necessitate  some  provision  being 
made  for  the  care  of  their  children  under  school  age,  the  youngest  ad¬ 
mitted  so  far  being  six  months,  the  others  ranging  up  to  five  years.  A 
difference  of  opinion  exists  as  to  the  advisability  of  admitting  infants 
under  one  year  but  the  Committee  decided  to  take  them  at  the  age  of  six 
months.  It  has  also  been  decided  to  place  on  each  roll  forty-eight 
names  (twelve  only  under  two  years)  to  ensure  an  average  attendance 
of  forty.  Children  on  the  roll  on  31st  December,  1942,  numbered  186, 
of  whom  forty-seven  were  under  the  age  of  two  years. 

The  nurseries  are  pre-fabricated  buildings  built  on  a  Ministry  of 
Health  plan  to  accommodate  forty  children  in  two  rooms,  one  for  those 
under  two  years  of  age,  the  other  for  those  up  to  five  years.  The 
premises  are  complete  units  in  that  they  contain  kitchens  for  the  prepar¬ 
ation  of  meals,  bathrooms,  and  sanitary  fittings,  etc.  Electric  light  is 
installed,  the  heating  being  provided  by  coke  stoves.  Whether  these 
would  be  efficient  during  winters  like  the  first  three  we  experienced 
after  the  outbreak  of  war  remains  to  be  seen,  but  no  difficulty  was 
experienced  during  the  remarkably  mild  winter  of  1942-43.  The  buildings 
and  equipment  (including  a  certain  number  of  toys)  were  provided  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  and  the  staff  are  paid  from  the  same  source. 
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Each  nursery  is  under  the  management  of  a  matron,  who  is  a  trained 
nurse,  assisted  by  eight  full-time  paid  assistants,  including  a  cook  and  a 
cleaner,  nursery-trained  nurses,  nannies,  and  those  who  have  attended 
the  Child  Care  Reserve  Course  arranged  by  the  Board  of  Education.  All 
the  staff  dealing  with  the  children  have  had  previous  experience  or 
attended  a  special  course  recently.  There  is  also  a  number  of  voluntary 
helpers.  All  the  staff  is  supplied  through  the  Secretary  for  Education, 
who  has  undertaken  the  administration  of  the  nurseries.  Each  establish¬ 
ment  is  visited  weekly  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  for  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare,  with  frequent  visits  from  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

Children  are  received  at  the  nurseries  between  7  a.m.  and  8.30  a.m. 
and  taken  away  after  4.30  p.m.  The  charge  is  Is.  Od.  per  day,  Saturday 
6d.  =  5s.  6d.  per  week.  All  the  nurseries  are  running  smoothly  and  the 
children  seem  very  happy.  As  always  happens  in  such  institutions,  the 
attendance  is  somewhat  irregular,  in  that  though  the  official  number  of 
children  on  the  books  was  until  quite  recently  forty  for  each  nursery,  it 
is  seldom  that  all  are  present,  chiefly  owing  to  illness.  Measles  has  cut 
down  the  attendances  considerably.  At  most  of  the  nurseries  there  is  a 
waiting  list  and  children  are  examined  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
before  being  admitted.  At  the  time  of  writing  all  the  children  attending 
war-time  nurseries  in  Northampton  have  been  immunised  against 
diphtheria.  Whilst  on  this  subject  one  might  mention  that  this  is  not 
Northampton’s  first  experience  of  da)/  nurseries  because  during  the 
first  great  war  a  day  nursery  under  the  name  of  creche,  was  in  being  in 
Newland  for  some  years  and  only  closed  down  on  21st  May,  1921. 

Small  Nursery  Unit.  What  is  officially  termed  a  small  nursery 
unit,  for  four  children  under  two  years,  was  established  with  a  private 
family  in  one  of  the  large  houses  in  the  Weston  Favell  district.  The 
cots  and  other  fitments  were  supplied  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  and 
the  children  came  from  London  under  the  Government  Evacuation 
Scheme.  All  payments  are  made  through  the  Chief  Billeting  Officer. 
Owing  to  the  immense  care  and  interest  taken  by  the  householder  and 
his  wife,  and  the  advantages  they  possessed,  the  whole  venture  has  been 
a  great  success,  and  taking  all  things  into  account  it  is  doubted  if  there  is 
another  establishment  in  the  country  to  equal  it. 


See  Appendix  III .  (page  63)  for  the  usual  statistical  tables  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health' s  report. 

Appendix  1 .  (page  39)  deals  with  the  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Depart¬ 
ment  and  Appendix  II.  (page  52)  with  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Department. 
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APPENDIX  I. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CLINICAL  TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 


Health  Clinic, 

2,  Hazelwood  Road, 

Northampton. 

May,  1943. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Chief  Tuberculosis  Officer. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  on  the  anti-tuberculosis  scheme  for  the 
year  1942. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

N.  B.  LAUGHTON 

Notifications.  During  the  year,  110  persons  were  notified  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Of  these,  82  were  pulmonary  and  28  non- 
pulmonary.  Their  disposal  and  age  groups  are  shewn  in  Tables  T8  and 
T9  (page  51).  In  addition,  10  cases  already  notified  in  other  areas 
came  into  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  notifications  shews  a  decline  on  that  of  the  previous 
year,  though  not  to  pre-war  level.  The  proportion  of  non-pulmonary 
cases  is  higher. 

Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  and  the  death-rates  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  1942  were  as  follow  : — 

NO.  OF  DEATH- 
DEATHS.  RATES. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis  . 49  0*48 

Other  Forms  .  11  0T1 

Totals  .  60  0-59 


The  death-rate  for  all  forms  for  England  and  Wales  in  1942  was  0-66 
(respiratory  0-54,  other  forms  0T2). 

Table  T6  on  page  49  gives  the  total  tuberculosis  death-rates  for 
Northampton  and  for  England  and  Wales  during  the  last  ten  years.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  the  rise  in  the  rate  due  to  the  stresses  of  war  con¬ 
ditions  reached  its  peak  in  1941  and  since  then  there  has  been  a  clear 
tendency  to  decline.  There  are  reasons,  however,  for  expecting  delay  in 
the  return  to  the  trend  that  existed  before  the  war,  and  even  for  the 
possibility  of  a  secondary  rise  occurring. 
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Revision  of  Register.  Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1930,  the  names  of  nineteen  notified  persons  were  removed 
from  the  register  in  1942,  these  consisting  of  — 

(a)  Fen  in  whom  the  diagnosis  had  not  been  established,  and 

(b)  Nine  where  the  patient  might  be  regarded  as  having  recovered. 

Particulars  of  the  cases  were  submitted  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 

Health,  who  decided  whether  they  were  suitable  for  deletion  and,  if  so, 
under  which  heading. 

On  31st  December,  1942,  there  were  655  cases  on  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health’s  register,  482  being  pulmonary  and  173  non-pulmonary. 

The  Services.  During  1942,  fifteen  men  from  this  area  were  dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Services  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  In  twelve  of 
these  the  disease  was  pulmonary,  and  two  of  them  had  been  notified  pre¬ 
viously.  In  five  the  condition  was  considerably  advanced. 

Eighty-three  men  and  three  women  recruits  were  examined  at  the 
request  of  the  National  Service  Medical  Boards.  Among  them  was 
found  one  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

X-ray  Examinations.  The  number  of  radiological  examinations 
has  maintained  its  high  level.  This  was  due  chiefly  to  the  number  of  cases 
sent  to  the  Clinic  for  investigation  and  diagnosis.  1,348  screen  and  577 
photographic  examinations  were  carried  out,  a  total  of  1,925. 

Artificial  Pneumothorax.  This  form  of  collapse  therapy  takes  a 
prominent  place  in  treatment,  and  after  patients  leave  hospital  or  sana¬ 
torium  it  is  continued  at  the  Health  Clinic.  Fifty-one  patients  were  treated, 
inductions  and  refills  numbering  1,132.  This  represents  12-7  per  cent, 
of  those  under  treatment  or  supervision  at  the  Clinic.  A  full  collapse, 
or  nearly  so,  was  obtained  in  over  half  the  cases,  and  a  moderately  good 
but  effective  result  got  in  all  but  three  of  the  remainder.  Treatment  was 
discontinued  in  six  instances  (in  two  a  successful  conclusion  was  attained, 
two  left  the  area,  and  complications  in  the  remaining  two  rendered  termin¬ 
ation  advisable).  At  the  end  of  the  year,  forty-four  (eighty-six  per  cent.) 
were  fit  for  remunerative  work  (or  housework  in  the  case  of  some  women) 
and  seven  (fourteen  per  cent.),  of  whom  two  were  still  in  hospital,  were 
unfit  for  employment.  In  view  of  these  good  results  it  is  interesting  to 
note  the  extent  of  disease  existing  when  the  patients  were  treated — 
twenty-seven  per  cent,  were  early,  sixty-seven  per  cent,  had  reached  an 
intermediate  stage  and  six  per  cent,  were  advanced.  In  thirty-six  of  the 
fifty-one  patients,  the  sputum,  originally  positive  ( i.e .,  containing 
tubercle  bacilli),  became  negative  or  disappeared  altogether  ;  in  five, 
tubercle  bacilli  continued  to  be  present.  In  three  cases  a  negative 
sputum  remained  and  in  seven  there  was  no  sputum  at  any  time. 

Extra  Nourishment.  During  the  year,  thirty  grants  of  extra 
nourishment  were  made  and  sixteen  patients  benefited.  The  number  of 
applications  for  this  benefit  has  fallen  during  the  war. 
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Park  Workers.  Ten  men  have  been  employed  under  this  scheme. 
Four  were  off  work  with  illness  for  varying  periods  and  four  were  taken 
on.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  number  employed  was  ten. 

Housing.  The  importance  of  good  housing  in  the  prevention  of 
tuberculosis  needs  no  emphasis.  The  housing  shortage  ha^  added  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  difficulty  of  securing  good,  hygienic  accommodation 
and  isolation,  especially  where  new  cases  have  arisen  in  bad  homes,  but 
the  Housing  Committee  has  willingly  given  every  assistance  possible  in 
this  respect.  In  December,  1942,  the  number  of  tuberculous  persons  living 
in  Council  houses  was  193.  Needless  to  say  the  whole  household  benefits 
owing  to  a  reduction  in  the  risk  of  infection. 

Care  Work.  The  Tuberculosis  Care  Committee  has  helped  patients 
and  tuberculous  households  by  the  provision  of  clothing,  bedding,  nourish¬ 
ment  of  various  kinds  and  other  assistance  where  needed.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  year  steps  were  taken  for  its  affiliation  to  the  National  Associ¬ 
ation  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Funds  received  during  the  year 
included  a  grant  of  £150  from  the  Corporation,  £57  from  sympathetic 
donors  and  £104  as  the  result  of  a  Flag  Day.  A  special  report  on  the 
Committee’s  work  has  been  issued  bv  the  Honorary  Secretary,  Miss 
I.  M.  Chick. 

Mass  Miniature  Radiography.  The  problem  of  tuberculosis 
has  been  considered  hitherto  mostly  from  the  viewpoint  of  treatment, 
whereas  it  is,  and  always  has  been,  a  matter  of  prevention.  It  has  often 
been  remarked  how  soundly  the  basis  of  a  dispensary  service  was  laid  by 
Sir  Robert  Philip  in  1887  because  its  framework  stood  virtually  unchanged 
fifty  years  later.  These  years  did  nothing  to  detract  from  the  good 
foundation  laid  by  this  great  pioneer,  but  they  did  add  a  vast  amount  of 
experience  which  gave  cause  for  restless  dissatisfaction  rather  than 
complacency  among  those  who  had  first-hand  knowledge  of  the  position 
with  regard  to  early  diagnosis.  Much  has  been  done  since,  under  the 
Public  Health  Act  of  1913,  the  establishment  of  dispensaries  and  sanatoria 
throughout  the  country  became  a  responsibility  of  local  authorities. 
In  treatment  a  host  of  special  remedial  measures  have  come  and  gone, 
and  one  has  notably  stood  the  test  of  time  and  enhanced  its  reputation- 
artificial  pneumothorax.  A  great  deal  has  been  accomplished  in  later 
years  in  the  social  and  economic  field,  especially  by  care  committees, 
relying  largely  on  voluntary  contributions.  The  milk  supply  has  been 
improved  and  housing  bettered.  Serious  attempts  have  been  made  in 
rehabilitation,  of  which  the  Papworth  Village  Settlement  stands  pre¬ 
eminent. 

Yet  these  measures  deal  almost  entirely  with  the  large  army  of  people, 
mostly  young  adults,  already  stricken  and  incapacitated  by  tuberculosis. 
They  do  not  deal  directly  with  the  eradication  of  this- — a  preventable- 
disease.  The  difficulty  has  remained  of  finding,  and  treating  adequately, 
the  early  case,  when  the  chances  of  recovery  and  restoration  to  good  health 
and  working  capacity  can  be  expected  in  all  but  a  few,  when  the  patient 
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has  not  yet  become  infectious  and  when  the  prolonged  and  expensive 
institutional  treatment  now  usually  necessary  (and  so  often  ineffective 
in  the  long  run)  may  be  replaced  by  a  more  brief  and  happier  absence 
from  home.  If  the  ideal  of  early  diagnosis  was  attained,  tuberculosis 
would  decline  in  step  with  the  diminishing  numbers  of  infective  (sputum 
positive)  cases  and  ultimately  disappear. 

At  last  a  definite  step  has  been  taken  for  the  attainment  of  this 
goal.  The  Government  has  sponsored  the  application  of  mass  radio¬ 
graphy  by  local  authorities  on  a  comprehensive  scale.  Should  such  a 
scheme  be  organised  efficiently  on  the  one  side,  and  its  advantages  under¬ 
stood  and  fully  accepted  in  practice  by  the  public  on  the  other,  then  it 
seems  likely  the  real  turning  point  in  the  battle  against  tuberculosis 
would  be  reached.  Hitherto  X-ray  examination  has  been  applied  to  the 
investigation  of  those  already  ill,  or  to  such  contacts  of  known  cases  as 
could  be  induced  to  be  examined.  In  future  it  is  hoped  that  healthy 
adults  may  seek  voluntarily  X-ray  examination  as  a  sound  measure  of 
checking  up  on  their  physical  condition.  The  significance  of  this  is 
obvious  when  it  is  realised  that  tuberculosis  can  go  much  beyond  an 
early  degree  of  infiltration  without  the  occurrence  of  symptoms  or  of 
abnormal  clinical  findings.  In  1938,  two-thirds  of  those  notified  with 
the  disease  in  England  and  Wales  had  reached  the  intermediate  or 
advanced  stage. 

A  scheme  for  the  mass  radiological  examination  of  factory  workers 
in  Northampton,  similar  in  principle  to  that  now  proposed,  was  prepared 
by  me  some  years  ago.  It  was  outlined  and  advocated  in  my  report  for 
1936,  and  as  the  advantages  of  its  adoption  were  given  in  some  detail, 
they  need  not  be  repeated  here.  Since  then  the  technique  of  mass 
miniature  radiography  (i.e.,  photography  of  the  image  on  the  fluorescent 
screen)  has  been  evolved  and  perfected,  and  such  a  method  enables  large 
numbers  of  persons  to  be  photographed  speedily  at  comparatively  low 
cost.  A  Radiography  Centre,  suitably  planned  and  equipped,  should 
be  regarded  as  part  of  a  general  health  scheme  and  not  associated  specifi¬ 
cally  with  pulmonary  tuberculosis.  Examination  often  detects  other 
unsuspected  conditions  that  need  medical  attention.  It  should  be 
carried  out  annually,  and  especially  between  the  ages  of  15  and  35.  The 
wider  its  scope  of  application  the  better,  but  certain  groups  suggest 
themselves  to  start  with,  viz  : — —all  branches  of  the  Forces,  recruits,  factory 
employees  (especially  those  starting  employment),  hospital  staffs, 
students,  seamen,  post  office  employees,  school  leavers.  After  mass 
radiography  has  been  in  general  operation  long  enough  there  will  result 
an  increase  in  the  proportion  of  early  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
and  of  those  able  to  return  to  work  after  observation  or  treatment. 
From  the  economic  standpoint  this  increase  in  health  and  efficiency,  with 
the  reduction  in  opportunities  for  infection,  will  be  a  great  asset  to  the 
community. 

An  X-ray  unit  of  the  specified  type  needed  for  mass  radiography 
has  been  earmarked  for  Northamptonshire  and  its  use  will  be  shared  by 
this  Borough.  For  its  operation  a  full-time  staff  will  be  required.  The 
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increased  incidence  of  tuberculosis  during  war  time,  combined  with  the 
additional  cases  discovered  by  radiology,  will  entail  the  need  for  more 
institutional  beds  for  treatment,  new  accommodation  for  the  Health 
Clinic  (see  below)  and  an  increase  of  staff  at  both.  Mass  radiography 
is  part  of  a  very  comprehensive  scheme  which  provides  for  generous 
allowances  for  tuberculous  patients  and  their  families  and  for  rehabilita¬ 
tion.  These  benefits,  it  is  hoped,  will  do  much  to  eliminate  that  fear 
of  economic  breakdown  which  in  the  past  has  prevented  many  a  sufferer 
from  seeking  medical  advice  in  good  time,  or  of  accepting  the  treatment 
essential  for  his  recovery.  It  will  doubtless  take  some  time  to  induce 
the  public  as  a  whole  to  adopt  a  preventive  attitude  towards  ill-health. 
The  new  scheme,  however,  attacking  as  it  does  the  root  causes  of  the 
persistence  of  tuberculosis,  should  go  far  towards  the  conquest  of  this 
disease  which,  more  than  any  other,  incapacitates  and  destroys  human  life 
during  its  early  and  most  productive  years. 

Health  Clinic.  The  work  at  the  Health  Clinic  in  Hazelwood  Road 
has  continued  to  increase,  and  at  the  time  of  writing,  to  an  unprecedented 
degree.  In  the  reports  of  the  past  two  years  it  has  been  pointed  out  that 
the  building,  not  designed  as  a  clinic  when  taken  over  for  this  purpose 
nearly  thirty  years  ago,  and  ill-adapted  in  position  and  accommodation 
for  present-day  work,  was  in  itself  a  serious  handicap  in  the  efficient 
carrying  out  of  the  anti-tuberculosis  scheme.  The  limit  of  such  a  handi¬ 
cap  has  now  been  reached  and  the  difficulties  referred  to  already  shew 
evidence,  in  spite  of  all  our  efforts,  of  thwarting  the  fulfilment  of  that 
purpose  for  which  the  organisation  stands,  the  prevention,  treatment  and 
eradication  of  tuberculosis.  This  occurs  on  the  eve  of  great  and  promising 
developments,  notably  the  granting  of  adequate  allowances  to  tuber¬ 
culous  households  and  the  establishment  of  mass  radiography  (see  above). 
Both  of  these  will  mean  a  big  extension  of  investigation  work,  and  to 
carry  this  out,  a  new  and  more  commodious  clinic  will  be  essential,  suit¬ 
ably  designed  and  equipped.  This  cannot  be  built  at  the  present  time,  but 
increased  accommodation  for  the  work  now  "being  carried  on  is  urgently 
required,  and  will  be  needed  still  more  as  the  new  scheme  develops 
this  year.  Additional  staff  will,  of  course,  also  be  needed. 

A  summary  of  the  work  at  the  Health  Clinic  is  given  below 


Attendances  : — 

Total  number  .  3,001 

Patients  attending  :■ — 

Males  .  658 

Females  .  567 

1,225 

Average  number  of  attendances  per  patient  .  2*5 

Contacts  : — 

Total  number  of  examinations  . ’  1  185 

Individuals  examined  .  148 


Of  these,  three  were  subsequently  notified. 
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Examinations  for  diagnosis  — 

Total  number  of  examinations  . 

Individuals  examined  . 

54  of  these  were  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis. 
Visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officer  to  patients  and  their  homes  .  . 
Tuberculosis  Visitor.  Visits  made  by  the  Tuberculosis 
were  as  follow 

Investigation  in  cases  of  : — 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis  . 82 

Other  forms  .  28 

Deaths  .  7 

Re-visits  and  other  investigations  . 


623 

509 


174 

Nurse 


117 

764 


Total 


881 


In  addition  to  these  investigations,  the  Tuberculosis  Nurse  attended 
at  all  clinics  and  assisted  in  special  treatment  (e.g.,  artificial  pneumo¬ 
thorax)  carried  out  there. 

Laboratory  Examinations.  The  results  of  laboratory  examin¬ 
ations  carried  out  at  the  Clinic  (including  those  of  specimens  from 


Welford  Road  Hospital)  are  given  below  — 

Cases  investigated  .  572 

Results  of  bacteriological  examinations  for  tubercle 
bacilli  in  sputum,  urine,  etc.  — 

Positive .  122 

Negative  .  632 

-  754 

X-ray  Examinations  — 

Films  .  577 

Screenings .  1,348 

1,925 

Artificial  Pneumothorax 

Refills  . 1,132 

Patients  treated  .  51 


Welford  Road  Hospital.  During  1942  more  patients  than  usual 
(93)  were  treated  in  the  hospital  and  the  average  number  of  beds  occupied 
daily  was  33-6,  a  figure  that  represents  more  than  the  normal  establish¬ 
ment.  Only  a  very  few  refused  to  have  institutional  treatment.  Treat¬ 
ment  is  based  on  the  fundamental  principles  of  physical  and  mental 
rest  (especially  in  the  early  stages)  under  healthy  open-air  conditions, 
with  an  ample  and  nutritious  diet.  Artificial  pneumothorax  is  used 
where  likely  to  be  beneficial,  and  the  results  have  been  very  satisfactory. 
Emphasis  is  laid  on  instruction  to  patients  with  respect  to  the  disease, 
as  this  has  proved  of  the  greatest  value  in  the  prevention  of  relapse. 

War-time  conditions  have  imposed  difficulties  as  regards  diet  but 
from  the  nutritional  standpoint  patients  do  not  appear  to  have  suffered. 
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The  shortage  of  nursing  and  domestic  staff,  now  general  in  all  hospitals, 
has,  however,  been  a  matter  of  serious  concern  at  times,  and  there  is 
little  sign  as  yet  of  the  position  improving.  The  nursing  staff  has  been 
constantly  below  normal  establishment,  sometimes  seriously  so,  and 
for  domestic  work  reliance  has  had  to  be  placed  almost  entirely  on 
daily  workers  living  outside.  It  is  unlikely  that  Welfcrd  Road  Hospital 
will  benefit  by  the  provisions  recommended  in  the  Rushcliffe  Report 
until  the  supply  of  nurses  exceeds  the  demand,  for  a  great  number  of 
vacancies  exist  in  large  sanatoria  affording  opportunities  and  amenities 
much  better  than  those  given  by  the  smaller  ones.  Nevertheless,  as  has 
been  pointed  out  in  these  pages  for  some  years,  the  unsatisfactory 
accommodation  at  Wolford  Road  Hospital  for  nurses  and  maids  only 
adds  to  the  difficulties  both  of  getting  them  and  keeping  them. 

There  must  be  few  hospitals  or  sanatoria  of  this  size  so  conveniently 
and  ideally  situated.  But,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Health  Clinic,  the  build¬ 
ings  are  more  than  outdated,  for  they  were  not  designed  originally  for  the 
purpose  for  which  they  have  been  in  use  for  the  past  thirty  years.  New 
wards  are  called  for  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit,  as  well  as  facilities, 
notably  X-ray,  needful  for  proper  carrying  out  of  administrative  and 
clinical  work.  Mass  radiography  will  entail  the  need  for  a  considerable 
number  of  additional  beds  at  an  early  date. 


A  summary  is  given  below  of  particulars  respecting  the  treatment 
patients  at  Wei  ford  Road  Hospital 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1941  . 

13 

19 

32 

Admitted  . 

32 

29 

61 

Treated  . 

45 

48 

93 

Discharged  . 

28 

32 

60 

Died  . 

4 

5 

9 

Remaining  at  end  of  1942  . 

Condition  on  discharge  : — 

13 

11 

24 

Quiescent  . 

12 

Much  improved  . 

31 

Improved  . 

10 

No  material  improvement  . 

4 

Worse  . 

9 

— 

Non-tuber  culous 


Average  number  of  days 
under  one  month) 
Average  gain  in  weight 
Highest  weight  gained 
Ages  of  patients  . 


in  hospital  (excluding  those 

.  207  (7  months) 

.  14  lbs. 

. . .  37  lbs. 

.  15  to  64  years 


Result  of  sputum  examinations  for  tubercle  bacilli 

Admitted  with  sputum  T.B.+  . 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  T.B.-b  . 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  T.B. —  or  no  sputum 
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Admitted  with  sputum  T.B. —  or  no  sputum  . .  30 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  T.B. —  or  no  sputum  28 

Number  of  these  discharged  with  sputum  T.B.-{-  .  2 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment  — 

Patients  treated  in  hospital  .  10 

Number  of  inductions  and  refills  .  235 


Creaton  Sanatorium.  Below  are 

the  data  with  reference 

to  the 

patients  treated  at  Creaton  Sanatorium 

in  1942 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1941  . 

6 

5 

11 

Admitted  . 

14 

7 

21 

Treated  . 

20 

12 

32 

Discharged  . 

13 

6 

19 

Died  . 

1 

2 

3 

Remaining  at  end  of  1942  . 

6 

4 

10 

Condition  on  discharge 


Quiescent  .  1 

Much  improved  .  10 

Improved  .  5 

No  material  improvement  . 2 

Non-tuberculous  .  1 


Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital. 

Particulars 

of  cases 

treated 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital  and 

Shipman  Convalescent 

Home 

as  follow  : — 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Remaining  at  end  of  1941  . 

4 

4 

8 

Admitted  . . . 

.  .  .  .  1 

4 

5 

Treated  . 

.  .  .  .  5 

8 

3 

13 

Discharged  . 

2 

5 

Died  . 

.  .  .  .  1 

— 

1 

Remaining  at  end  of  1942  . 

Condition  on  discharge 

2 

5 

7 

Ouiescent  . 

2 

Improved  . 

3 

Other  Institutions.  Three  patients  were  maintained  at  the  Pap- 
worth  Village  Settlement,  Cambridge,  three  at  the  Lord  Mayor  Treloar 
Hospital,  one  at  the  Royal  National  Sanatorium,  Bournemouth,  and  one 
at  Longford  Sanatorium,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925.  It  was  not  necessary  to  take 
any  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925,  which  relate  to  persons  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade. 


Public  Health  Act,  1936.  There  was  no  case  of  compulsory 
removal  to  hospital,  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
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Table  Tl.  Northampton,  1942. 


Tuberculosis.  Classification  of  New  Cases. 


classification. 

NOTIFIED 

CASES. 

DEATHS  OF  CASES 

NOT  NOTIFIED. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

M. 

F. 

TOTAL. 

Pulmonary 

Lung  and  Pleura  . 

46 

35 

81 

5 

2 

7 

I  .arvnx  . 

1 

1 

47 

35 

82* 

5 

2 

7* 

Meninges  and  Brain . 

— 

. 

3 

3 

6 

Peritoneum  and  Intestines 

2 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Bones  and  Joints 

1 

r* 

D 

6 

Cervical  Glands 

r* 

D 

6 

11 

Other  Organs  . 

4 

1 

5 

• — 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

59 

51 

110 

8 

5 

13 

*A  total  of  89  fresh  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis. 


Table  T2.  Northampton,  1942. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Investigations.  Duration  of  Illness. 


PERIOD. 

NOTIFIED 

CASES. 

DEATHS  OF 

CASES  NOT 

NOTIFIED. 

TOTAL. 

Under  6  months  . 

34 

34 

Over  6  months  and  under  1  year 

14 

— 

14 

Over  1  year  and  under  2  years 

8 

■ — 

8 

Over  2  years  and  under  3  years 

11 

— 

11 

Over  3  years  and  under  4  years 

1 

— 

1 

Over  4  years  and  under  5  years 

1 

— 

1 

Over  5  years  . 

9 

1 

10 

Unascertained  . . 

4 

6 

10 

Totals  . 

82 

7 

89 

48 


Table  T3.  Northampton,  1942. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Investigations.  Sex  and  State. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Single  . 

16 

13 

29 

Married  . 

26 

22 

48 

Widowed  . 

3 

1 

4 

Unascertained  . 

7 

1 

8 

Totals  . 

52 

37 

89 

Table  T4.  Northampton,  1942. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Investigations.  Degree  of  Home 

Isolation  Found. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Number  having  separate  Bedrooms 

15 

12 

27 

Number  having  separate  Beds  only 

— 

1 

1 

Number  having  no  Isolation  .  .  .  . 

15 

12 

27 

Number  in  Institutions . 

13 

8 

21 

Unascertained . 

9 

4 

13 

Totals  . . 

52 

37 

89 

49 


Table  T5.  Northampton,  1942. 

Tuberculosis  Deaths.  Period  elapsing  between  Notification 

and  Death. 


PERIOD  BETWEEN  NOTIFICATION 

AND  DEATH. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Not  notified  . 

1 

2 

3 

One  month  . 

5 

1 

6 

1 — 6  months  . 

4 

3 

7 

6 — 12  months  . 

2 

4 

6 

12 — -18  months  . 

3 

4 

7 

18 — -24  months  . 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 — 3  years  . 

2 

3 — -4  years 

4 — -5  years  . 

2 

1 

3 

5  years  and  over  . 

7 

4 

11 

Totals  . 

28 

21 

49 

Tuberculosis  other  than 
Pulmonary  :  — 

Not  notified  . 

4 

3 

7 

One  month  . 

— 

1 — 6  months  . 

1 

1 

2 

6 — 12  months  . 

• — ■ 

1 

1 

Over  5  years  . 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

6 

5 

11 

See  also  footnote  to  Table  T9. 


Table  T6.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1933-1942. 
Total  Tuberculosis  Death-rates  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

England  and  Wales  .... 

0-82 

0-76 

0-72 

0  *  69 

0*69 

0-63 

0-64 

0-70 

0-73 

0-66 

Northampton  . 

0-77 

0-69 

0-65 

0-64 

0-72 

0-84 

0-44 

0-66 

0-76 

059 
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Table  T7.  Northampton,  1942. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Occupational  Incidence  and  Mortality. 


OCCUPATION. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Registered 

OCCUPATION. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths 

Registered 

Shoe  Operatives  : — 

Locomotive  Fireman 

1 

(a)  Clicker  . 

2 

3 

Lorry  Driver 

2 

1 

(b)  Laster  . 

1 

1 

(c)  Finisher  . 

2 

3 

Machine  Operator  .  . 

1 

— 

(d)  Roughstuff  and 

Master  Grocer  .... 

— 

2 

Pressman  .... 

— 

■ — ■ 

Munition  Worker 

4 

■ — 

(e)  Warehouse  and 

Musician  . 

1 

— 

General  .... 

3 

— 

(/)  Female  Worker 

13 

4 

Nurse 

1 

— 

21 

11 

Paint  Sprayer  . 

— 

1 

Plumber’s  Mate  .... 

— 

1 

Aircraft  Fitter . 

3 

— 

ex-R.A.F . 

1 

— 

Barman  . 

1 

1 

Butcher  . 

1 

Scaffolder  .... 

1 

Secretary  . 

1 

Civil  Defence  Service 

1 

— 

Shop  Assistant  .... 

2 

1 

Clerk  . 

1 

Sister  of  Merev 

i 

Clothing  Machinist  .  . 

— 

1 

ex-Soldier  . 

9 

Club  Manageress  .... 

1 

> — - 

Steeplejack  . . 

— 

1 

Corn  Stores  Proprietor 

■ — 

1 

Window  Cleaner  .... 

1 

— 

Dressmaker . . 

2 

— 

No  Occupation  .... 

2 

1 

Engineer  . 

5 

5 

Errand  Bov 

1 

Not  Ascertained 

9 

i 

Film  Technician  .... 

1 

1 

Fish  Frier  . 

1 

1 

Gardener  . 

1 

— 

Hairdresser  . 

1 

_ _ 

Housewife  . 

13 

12 

Ironmoulder  . 

1 

1 

Kitchen  Porter  .... 

1 

— ■ 

Labourer  . . . 

4 

2 

Leather  Dresser 

2 

2 

Totals  . 

89 

49 

51 


Table  T8.  Northampton,  1942. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Disposal  of  Notified  Cases. 


CLASSIFICATION. 


NUMBER. 


Received  Residential  Treatment  at  : — 

Welford  Road  Hospital  . 44 

Creaton  Sanatorium  . 14 

Papworth  Village  Settlement  .  1 

Creaton  Sanatorium  and  Welford  Road 

Hospital  .  1 

Northampton  General  Hospital  .  1 

St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  .  1 

Other  Institutions  . 6 

Refused  Residential  Treatment  . 

Residential  Treatment  not  considered  necessary 

Too  ill  for  removal  . 

Died  before  receipt  of  notification  . 

Totals  . 


-  68 


9 

2 

2 

1 

82 


PER 

CENT. 


83*0 


IDO 
2' 4 
24 
1*2 


100-0 


Table  T9.  Northampton,  1942. 


Tuberculosis.  Age  Groups  for  New  Cases  and  Deaths. 


AGE  PERIODS. 

NEW 

CASES. 

, 

DEATHS. 

PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

PULMONARY. 

NON- 

PULMONARY. 

M. 

F. 

m. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

1-5  years  .  .  . . 

- — 

— 

2 

1 

— • 

— 

2 

— 

5-10  years 

— 

-- — 

4 

5 

■ — 

— 

- — - 

1 

10-15  years 

- — 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

15-20  years 

6 

5 

1 

7 

2 

2 

— • 

3 

20-25  years  .  . 

6 

13 

1 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

25-35  years 

6 

10 

2 

2 

- — - 

10 

9 

jLa 

— • 

35-45  years 

11 

5 

2 

— 

14 

4 

— - 

— 

45-55  years  .  . 

15 

2 

— ■ 

1 

10 

1 

■ — - 

— 

55-65  years  .  . 

7 

— 

• — 

— 

9 

1 

1 

- — - 

65  and  upwards 

1 

1 

— 

• - 

— 

1 

* - - 

- - 

Totals  .... 

52 

37 

15 

19 

28 

21 

6 

5 

Three  (61  per  cent.)  of  the  forty-nine  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory 
system  and  seven  (63  6  per  cent.)  of  the  eleven  deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis 
were  of  cases  not  notified.  Reference  should  also  be  made  to  Table  T5. 


See  also  remarks  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  page  32. 
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APPENDIX  II. 


REPORT  OF  THE  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  FOR  THE  YEAR  1942 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Sir, 

I  beg  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on  the  maternity  and  child 
welfare  work  in  the  Borough  for  the  year  1942. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

M.  MARTIN  WILLIAMS 

Infant  Welfare  Centre, 

Dychurch  Lane,  Northampton. 

May,  1943. 

Staff.  The  permanent  staff  of  the  Department  consists  of  one 
Assistant  Medical  Officer*,  seven  health  visitors,  and  two  clerks.  Their 
time  is  wholly  devoted  to  work  connected  with  maternity  and  child 
welfare.  Changes  in  the  personnel  were  caused  by  the  resignation  of 
Dr.  Mary  T.  Day  and  the  appointment  of  Dr.  M.  Martin  Williams  as 
Assistant  Medical  Officer.  Miss  C.  A.  Hallahan,  one  of  the  health  visitors, 
was  released  for  war  service  and  was  replaced  by  Mrs.  J.  H.  Armitage  as 
from  5th  November. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  number  of  infant  deaths  was  sixty-eight, 
twenty-three  less  than  in  1941.  The  infant  mortality-rate  was  42-6  per 
thousand  live  births  registered,  which  is  below  the  current  rate  of  49  for 
England  and  Wales  (see  Table  Ml,  page  60)  and  is  the  lowest  local  rate 
for  three  years. 

Premature  birth  accounted  for  the  greatest  number  of  these  infant 
deaths  ;  twenty-three  infants  died  owing  to  prematurity,  compared  with 
twenty-two  in  1941. 

The  infant  deaths  are  classified  by  cause  in  Table  M2  (page  60)  and 
in  more  detail  according  to  cause  and  age  in  Table  D  at  the  end  of  this 
volume. 

Notification  of  Births.  The  birth-rate  for  1942  was  15*7,  com¬ 
pared  with  ITS  for  1941  and  15-8  for  England  and  Wales. 

1,597  live  births  and  forty-one  stillbirths  were  registered.  2,111 
live  births  and  seventy  stillbirths  were  notified,  making  a  total  of 
2,181  (see  Table  M3,  page  60).  Table  M4  shews  the  sources  of  notification. 

1,601  births  were  investigated  by  the  health  visitors  ;  nine  of  these 
were  non-notified  and  forty-eight  were  evacuees.  They  also  visited 
twenty-nine  other  births  but  no  information  was  available  ;  this  figure 
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includes  three  evacuees.  The  remaining  births  occurred  either  in  larger 
houses,  or  the  mothers,  resident  outside  the  Borough,  came  into  the 
Town  for  their  confinements  and  returned  home  later. 

892  babies  (including  stillborn  babies)  were  born  of  primiparse. 

Investigation  disclosed  that  fifty-nine  babies  were  born  prematurely, 
seventeen  more  than  in  1941. 

In  addition  to  these  figures,  the  health  visitors  investigated  forty- 
four  evacuee  births  which  occurred  at  St.  John’s  Hospital  and  were 
afterwards  billeted  in  the  Borough. 

Stillbirths.  The  number  of  stillbirths  notified  was  seventy,  five 
more  than  in  1941.  Thirty- three  of  the  seventy  were  County  cases 
and  three  were  evacuees,  born  and  notified  in  the  Borough.  Thirty- 
seven  stillbirths  were  investigated  by  the  health  visitors. 

Twenty-four  stillbirths  occurred  in  primiparse.  Four  cases  only  were 
due  to  prematurity,  one  of  which  occurred  in  a  twin  pregnancy  and  one 
in  a  triplet.  Fifteen  stillbirths  were  associated  with  abnormal  deliveries 
(malpresentation  and  haemorrhage) .  Maternal  disease  accounted  for  four 
cases  and  intra-uteiine  death  of  the  foetus  was  recorded  in  eight  instances. 


Home  Visitation. 

Visits  to  Expectant  Mothers  — 

First  Visits  .  814 

Total  Visits  . 2,145 

Visits  to  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  — 

First  Visits  .  1,559 

Total  Visits  .  6,440 

Visits  to  Children  from  One  to  Five  Years  of  Age  — 

Total  Visits  . 6,887 


The  health  visitors  paid  16,419  visits  during  1942.  This  number 
includes  all  the  visits  enumerated  above  and  also  extra  visits,  viz 
to  houses  where  a  stillbirth  had  occurred  or  a  baby  under  one  year  had 
died,  and  to  all  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  pneumonia,  etc.,  in  women 
and  children. 

Ultra-violet  Ray  Treatment.  Ultra-violet  ray  treatment  was 
continued  with  the  usual  exception  of  the  summer  months.  Seventy- 
eight  children  under  five  years  of  age  received  811  treatments.  By 
arrangement  with  the  Education  Committee  eleven  school  children  also 
received  117  treatments.  These  children  were  chiefly  suffering  from 
rickets  and  marasmus  and  most  of  them  benefited  from  the  treatment. 

Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital.  Four  beds  are  maintained, 
when  occupied,  at  Manfield  Hospital.  At  the  beginning  of  January 
five  patients  were  under  treatment.  During  the  year  eleven  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  hospital  suffering  from  general  orthopaedic  conditions. 
One  patient  was  taken  over  by  the  Education  Committee  from  30th 
April  as  he  was  five  years  of  age,  fourteen  were  discharged,  the  average 
length  of  stay  being  103  days,  and  one  case  was  still  under  treatment  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 
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Welfare  Centres— Statistics.  There  was  a  decrease  in  the 
number  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  who  attended  at  the  centres 
for  the  first  time,  but  there  was  an  increase  in  their  number  of  attend¬ 
ances.  There  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  attendances  of  children  from 
one  to  five  years  of  age. 

Table  M5  (page  61)  gives  the  average  attendances  and  consultations 
at  the  eleven  centres  in  the  Town.  The  total  average  attendance  of 
mothers  per  week  was  550,  against  527  in  1941  ;  of  babies  and  toddlers 
600,  against  579  in  1941. 

The  number  of  attendances  at  all  centres  during  the  year  was 


as  follows  : — 

(a)  By  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  . . .  17,600 

( b )  By  Children  between  the  Ages  of  One  and  Five  Years  10,213 


The  attendance  of  children  per  session  at  all  centres  during  1942 
averaged  55.  In  1941  the  figure  was  53. 

The  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  centres  for  the  first 


time  during  the  year  was  : — 

(a)  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  .  1,100 

(b)  Children  between  the  Ages  of  One  and  Five  Years  .  .  207 

14ie  number  of  children  who  were  in  attendance  at  the  centres  at  the 

end  of  the  year  was  : 

(a)  Children  under  One  Year  of  Age  .  910 

(b)  Children  between  the  Ages  of  One  and  Five  Years  .  .  1,197 


Voluntary  Work.  The  Northampton  Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare 
Voluntary  Association  reports  a  satisfactory  year’s  work  for  1942,  as  will 
be  seen  from  the  following  report  supplied  by  the  Association  : — 

“  The  work  of  the  infant  welfare  centres  has  been  steadily  carried 
on  and  the  attendance  records  have  been  encouraging.  War-time 
difficulties  still  persist  and  the  intensified  drive  for  women  in  industry 
has  had  a  two-fold  effect.  The  “  call-up  ”  has  deprived  the  leaders  of 
their  younger  helpers,  and  with  the  provision  of  war-time  nurseries  many 
mothers  are  now  at  work  and  unable  to  come  to  the  centres  for  help  and 
advice.  In  connection  with  women  and  war  work,  the  Committee  deem 
it  undesirable  for  women  to  work  during  the  latter  months  of  pregnane}7, 
and  a  resolution  to  that  effect  was  forwarded  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Centre  at  Kettering  a 
special  Food  Week  was  held  in  March.  Talks  on  war-time  cookery, 
and  the  best  use  of  available  rations,  were  given  at  each  centre  and 
specimen  dishes  exhibited.  A  lecture  on  war-time  dietetics  was  given 
by  Dr.  Stella  Churchill. 

In  October,  Baby  Day  was  again  celebrated  by  an  exhibition  of  the 
mothers’  competition  work  in  the  St.  Giles’  Street  building.  Dr.  M. 
Martin  Williams,  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  opened  the  exhibition  with  a 
talk  to  the  mothers  on  the  care  of  toddlers. 

The  annual  meeting  in  June  was  well  attended  and  an  interesting 
address  on  war-time  nurseries  given  by  Dr.  M.  Crosse,  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  of  Birmingham.  As  the  first  Northampton  nursery  was  about 
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to  be  opened,  this  account  of  difficulties  overcome,  and  successes  achieved) 
by  another  authority,  was  of  especial  interest. 

Again  throughout  the  year  members  of  the  Association  have  assisted 
with  the  reception  of  expectant  mothers  from  London.  Members  have 
also  helped  with  the  work  of  the  Red  Cross,  with  the  distribution  of  fruit 
juices,  etc.,  and  have  given  voluntary  assistance  at  the  war-time  nurseries. 

The  war  savings  groups  have  been  carried  on  successfully,  and 
£643  was  collected  in  nine  centres  during  1942. 

Abington  Avenue  Centre  entered  for  the  National  Parentcraft 
Competitions  and  gained  five  honours  and  two  first-class  certificates. 

The  Committee  welcomed  the  appointment  of  Dr.  M.  Martin 
Williams  to  succeed  Dr.  M.  T.  Day  as  Assistant  Medical  Officer,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  Association,  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  of  her 
ever-readv  co-operation  and  assistance  with  the  work  of  the  Association.” 

Toddlers’  Clinic.  The  clinic  organised  specially  for  toddlers  (one 
to  five  years  of  age)  is  held  on  two  Tuesdays  in  each  month.  Attendances 
at  this  clinic  are  included  in  the  figures  under  the  (b)  headings  in  the 
paragraphs  on  page  54.  Cases  are  referred  to  this  clinic  only  by  doctors 
and  health  visitors. 

Dr.  Emily  H.  Shaw  succeeded  Dr.  Lilian  M.  Blake  as  Medical  Officer 
for  the  toddlers’  clinic  in  April,  1942. 

Forty-nine  new  cases  were  seen  at  the  clinic  during  the  year  and  the 
total  attendances  made  were  228. 

Maternity  Homes.  There  are  five  nursing  homes  in  the  Town, 
three  of  which  may  admit  maternity  cases  only.  One  (St.  Matthew’s 
Nursing  Home)  is  registered  for  maternity,  medical,  and  surgical  cases. 
Thirty-one  visits  of  inspection  were  paid  to  the  nursing  homes  by  the 
Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

The  Local  Authority  maintains  no  maternity  home.  An  arrange¬ 
ment  is  in  operation  whereby  expectant  mothers,  who  are  abnormal 
cases  and  are  found  to  require  institutional  treatment  at  the  time  of  con¬ 
finement,  are  treated  in  the  Barratt  Maternity  Home.  171  cases  (including 
seventeen  evacuees)  were  admitted  during  1942.  Normal  and  necessitous 
cases  go  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital.  150  women  were  admitted  during 
1942  and,  in  addition,  three  cases  were  confined  at  St.  John’s  Hospital 
when  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  was  full. 

Midwives.  Forty-seven  midwives  notified  their  intention  to 
practise.  The  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  employed  twelve 
of  these  at  different  times  and  fourteen  were  attached  to  St.  Edmund’s 
Hospital.  The  Inspector  of  Midwives  paid  sixteen  visits  to  midwives 
practising  independently  for  the  purposes  of  inspection.  She  also  paid 
two  visits  of  inspection  to  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing. 
Medical  aid  was  summoned  by  a  midwife  under  Section  14  (1)  of  the 
Midwives  Act,  1918,  on  298  occasions. 

The  Queen’s  nurses  attended  577  cases  as  maternity  nurses  or  mid- 
wives  during  1942. 
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Ante -natal  Work.  The  Council  provides  and  maintains  one  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  (two  sessions  per  week)  at  St.  Giles’  Street  Centre.  Tn 
addition  an  ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing.  138  sessions  were  held  at  the  St.  Giles’  Street  Clinic  and  were 
attended  by  431  Borough  cases  (including  fifty-three  still  attending  from 
1941)  and  seventy-six  evacuees.  1,543  attendances  were  made  by 
Borough  patients  and  312  by  evacuee  expectant  mothers. 

Thirty-five  cases  were  referred  to  the  Consultant  Obstetrician,  four¬ 
teen  of  whom  were  admitted  to  Barratt  Maternity  Home. 

At  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  987  attendances  were 
made  by  484  expectant  mothers  in  ninety-nine  sessions. 

382  patients  (including  sixty-two  evacuees)  who  attended  the 
Borough  clinic  (1941-42)  had  babies  born  in  1942.  There  was  no 
maternal  death  during  1942  amongst  mothers  attending  this  clinic. 

Doctors  and  midwives  generally  send  their  patients  to  the  ante¬ 
natal  clinic  by  appointment  and  in  each  case  a  report  is  forwarded  to  the 
doctor  or  midwife  concerned. 

In  cases  of  sudden  emergency  the  Consultant  Obstetrician  may  be 
called  in  by  a  local  practitioner  ;  thirteen  cases  in  this  category  were 
dealt  with  during  1942. 

Post-natal  Work.  A  post-natal  clinic  is  held  once  a  week.  There 
were  forty-eight  sessions  during  1942  and  ninety-nine  women  made 
167  attendances. 

A  post-natal  clinic  is  also  held  at  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing.  There  were  fourteen  sessions  during  1942  attended  by  135 
women,  each  making  one  attendance. 

Doctors’  Bills.  In  certain  circumstances  the  Maternitv  and  Child 
Welfare  Committee  undertakes  the  payment  of  doctors’  and  midwives’ 
bills.  A  revised  scale  was  adopted  in  April,  1942,  fixing  the  proportion  to 
be  recovered  from  patients  according  to  their  means.  Instalments  and 
any  outstanding  debts  in  connection  with  these  bills  are  collected  by  a 
member  of  the  staff  of  the  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department. 

Dental  Treatment.  As  in  previous  years,  children  under  school 
age  and  pregnant  and  nursing  mothers  may  be  treated  by  the  School 
Dental  Officer.  Two  sessions  each  week  are  set  apart  for  this.  Pay¬ 
ment  for  treatment  is  made  to  the  Dental  Clinic  direct,  or  later  bv 

^  '  %/ 

instalments  at  the  Borough  Treasurer’s  Department. 

Bills  amounting  to  just  over  £105  were  sent  to  forty-nine  patients. 
J  ust  under  £77  was  collected  on  these  accounts  and  those  outstanding  from 
previous  years.  Nearly  £6  was  collected  in  small  fees  for  which  no  bills 
were  issued.  Table  M6  (page  62)  shews  the  numbers  dealt  with  and 
the  forms  of  treatment. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Dental  Officer’s  report 

“  The  figures  recorded  in  the  annual  table  for  1942  are  of  such  an 
unusual  character  that  they  bear  close  examination  and  interpretation. 
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The  total  increases  of  365  extractions,  37  permanent  fillings,  150  teeth 
treated  with  silver  nitrate,  and  22  dentures  are  remarkable,  but  more  so 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  1941  figures  were  themselves  a  record. 
The  following  analysis  is  even  more  significant  — 

EXTRACTIONS.  FILLINGS. 

Average  treatment  for 

mothers  .  1933-1940  135  32 

Treatment  for  mothers  1941  330  43 

Treatment  for  mothers  1942  739  80 

EXTRACTIONS.  SILVER  NITRATE. 


Average  treatment  for 


children  ...... 

1933-1940 

404 

492 

Treatment  for  children 

1941 

338 

584 

Treatment  for  children 

1942 

294 

734 

Consistent  advocacy  of  the  necessity  of  dental  treatment  for  nursing 
and  expectant  mothers,  particularly  the  latter,  and  of  early  conservative 
treatment  (silver  nitrate  painting)  for  children  under  five  years,  coupled 
with  the  vastly  improved  financial  arrangements  for  mothers,  has 
resulted  in  the  above  satisfactory  results.  A  similar  ratio  in  the  number 
of  teeth  extracted  to  the  number  of  teeth  painted  has  been  noted  in  the 
treatment  of  children  attending  the  nursery  schools.” 

Milk.  The  National  Milk  Scheme  is  conducted  by  the  Milk  Officer 
at  the  Food  Office. 

Dried  milk  is  sold  at  St.  Giles’  Street  Centre  :  the  following  tabulation 
shews  the  number  of  pounds  sold 


“  Cow  and  Gate  ”  full  cream  .  10,763 

“  Cow  and  Gate  ”  humanised  .  2,735 

“  Cow  and  Gate  ”  Hemolac  .  236 

“  Trufood  ”  . .  1,606 


6,468  pounds  of  dried  milk  were  also  sold  at  certain  of  the  other 
welfare  centres,  through  the  Voluntary  Association. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Ninety-six  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  includ¬ 
ing  fifty-five  non-residents,  were  notified.  Eighty-eight  were  treated 
at  Northampton  General  Hospital,  two  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital,  and 
six  at  home. 

Maternal  Deaths.  Seven  maternal  deaths  occurred  amongst  local 
women  in  1942.  Two  were  due  to  obstetric  shock  and  post-partum 
haemorrhage,  two  to  puerperal  sepsis,  and  one  to  uraemia  following 
pyelitis  of  pregnancy.  In  one  case  death  was  due  to  primary  shock  and 
multiple  thrombosis  of  pelvic  veins,  and  one  to  septicaemia  following 
abortion.  A  post  mortem  was  held  in  each  case.  One  patient,  though 
told  by  her  doctor  in  the  early  months  that  she  was  pregnant,  had  failed 
to  book  a  midwife  or  make  any  arrangement  for  her  confinement. 


DENTURES. 

15 

25 

47 
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Table  M7  (page  62)  gives  maternal  mortality  figures  for  England 
and  Wales  and  Northampton  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  No  cases  of  ophthalmia  were  notified. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis.  Four  babies  under  the  age  of  two  years 
died  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis. 

* 

Child  Life  Protection.  The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Depart¬ 
ment  administers  Sections  206  to  220  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936, 
relating  to  foster-children.  These  children  are  supervised  until  they 
reach  the  age  of  nine  years.  The  number  of  persons  receiving  children 
for  reward  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  forty-six  ;  these 
had  charge  of  sixty-six  children.  It  was  not  necessary  to  obtain  any 
legal  order  or  to  take  any  proceedings  under  the  Act  during  1942. 

Evacuation  Scheme.  Regular  parties  of  expectant  mothers 
arrived  in  Northampton  and  were  received  at  St.  Giles'  Street  Centre. 
During  the  year  795  arrived,  of  whom  768  were  for  confinement  at  St. 
John’s  Hospital  and  twenty-seven  at  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital.  In 
addition,  twenty-eight  unofficial  expectant  mothers  registered  at  the 
centre.  Ante-natal  care  was  provided  and  an  infant  welfare  centre  for 
evacuees  only  was  held  until  October,  when,  owing  to  the  decrease  in  the 
number  of  attendances,  arrangements  were  made  for  these  women  to 
attend  the  Borough  welfare  clinics. 

There  are  now  three  ante-natal  hostels  in  the  Borough,  the  last  being 
opened  in  July.  These  have  accommodation  for  eighteen,  sixteen,  and 
thirteen  women,  respectively.  During  the  year  they  admitted  241, 
210,  and  sixty-six  mothers.  The  post-natal  hostel  provides  accommoda¬ 
tion  for  fifteen  mothers  and  babies.  Forty-nine  only  were  admitted 
during  the  year.  In  view  of  this  small  number,  ninety-one  expectant 
mothers  were  also  accommodated  at  this  hostel.  Regular  visits  were 
paid  to  these  hostels  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

War-time  Nurseries.  From  June  to  October,  five  nurseries  were 
opened  in  the  following  areas:- — Bush  Hill,  Victoria  Park,  Thornton 
Park,  Wallace  Road  (Kingsley),  and  Far  Cotton.  These  have  accommo¬ 
dation  for  200  children  under  five  years  of  age  whose  mothers  are  en¬ 
gaged  on  war  work  or  work  of  national  importance. 

On  31st.  December  there  were  186  children  attending  these  nurseries, 
forty-seven  of  whom  were  under  two  years  of  age. 

132  visits  were  paid  to  the  nurseries  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
and,  in  addition,  all  children  were  medically  inspected  before  admission. 

Ten  visits  were  also  paid  to  the  Dallington  Nursery  Home  and  eight 
visits  to  the  Southampton  Road  Nursery  Class. 

Daily  Guardians  Scheme.  This  scheme,  whereby  children  under 
five  years  of  age  are  cared  for  by  registered  daily  guardians  while  their 
mothers  are  engaged  on  war  work  or  work  of  national  importance,  came 
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into  operation  in  the  Borough  in  March,  and  is  supervised  by  the  Matern¬ 
ity  and  Child  Welfare  Department  in  collaboration  with  the  Ministry  of 
Labour. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  fifty  women  had  charge  of  fifty-six  children. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  1,125  children  completed  the  full 
course  during  the  year.  Of  this  number  seventy-two  were  attending 
the  war-time  nurseries.  Five  members  pf  the  war-time  nursery  staff 
also  completed  the  course. 

Clothes  Rationing.  During  the  year,  1,737  expectant  mothers 
made  application  for  supplementary  clothing  coupons. 
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Table  Ml.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1933-1942. 
Infant  Mortality  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


England  and  Wales 
Northampton 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

64 

451 

59 

45-8 

57 

50*2 

59 

39-9 

58 

47-6 

53 

46-6 

50 

41*7 

55 

49-0 

59 

52-9 

49 

42-6 

Table  M2.  Northampton,  1937-1942. 
Infant  Mortality.  Causes  of  Death*. 


CAUSES  of  death. 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia . 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

Convulsions  . 

Diarrhoea,  Enteritis,  and  Gastritis 

Measles  . 

Premature  Birth  . . 

Tuberculous  Diseases 

4 

14 

6 

3 

2 

20 

7 

8 

8 

5 

17 

11 

2 

7 

9 

2 

2 

20 

1 

9 

6 

23 

5 

2 

O 

Amt 

2 

13 

2 

1 

13 

7 

20 

15 

2 

Amt 

1 

22 

5 

10 

12 

1 

3 

23 

Whoonin^  Coue'h  . 

2 

22 

All  Other  Causes  . 

8 

14 

Total  Deaths  . 

57 

56 

52 

69 

91 

68 

Total  Live  Births . 

1197 

1203 

1 247  f 

1408f 

1 720 1 

1597 

Infant  Mortality  . 

47-6 

46*6 

41*7 

49-0 

52-9 

426 

*See  also  Table  D  at  end  of  Report. 

f  These  figures  were  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  the  special 
purpose  of  calculating  infant  and  maternal  mortality. 


Table  M3.  Northampton,  1942. 

Live  Births  and  Stillbirths  Registered  and  Notified. 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

TOTAL. 

Number  of  Live  Births  Registered  .  .  .  . 

821 

776 

1597 

Number  of  Stillbirths  Registered  ...... 

25 

16 

41 

Total  Number  of  Births  Notified  . 

1151 

1030 

2181 

Number  of  Live  Births  Notified  . 

mi 

1000 

2111 

Number  of  Stillbirths  Notified  . 

40 

30 

70 
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Table  M4.  Northampton,  1942. 
Notification  of  Births.  Sources  of  Notification. 


NUMBER. 

PER  CENT. 

Medical  Practitioners  . . 

100* 

4*6 

Certified  Midwives  . . . 

2071 

94 -9 

Parents  and  Others  . . 

10 

0*5 

Totals  . 

2181 

100-0 

♦Includes  71  also  notified  by  Midwives. 

Table  M5.  Northampton,  1942. 

Maternity  and  Infant  Welfare  Centres.  Statistics. 


CENTRE.* 

• 

DAY  OF 

MEETING. 

AVERAGE  ATTENDANCE 

PER  WEEK. 

Average 
Number 
seen  by 
Doctor 
per 

Session. 

Mothers 

(incl. 

Expectant 
Mothers) . 

Babies. 

Toddlers. 

Total 

Babies 

and 

Toddlers. 

Abington  Avenue  .  . ! 

Thursday 

41 

30 

17 

47 

13 

Broadmead  . 

Monday  .... 

78 

54 

33 

87 

15 

Doddridge 

Memorial  . 

Tuesday  .... 

42 

32 

14 

46 

16 

Evacuee . 

Thursday  .... 

30 

17 

7 

24 

16 

Far  Cotton  . 

Monday  .... 

45 

34 

16 

50 

18 

Kingsley  Park  .... 

Monday  .... 

46 

35 

16 

51 

17 

Kingsthorpc  . 

Tuesday  .... 

50 

43 

11 

54 

21 

St.  Edmund’s  .  .  .  . 

Friday  .... 

78 

49 

37 

86 

17 

St.  Giles’  Street 

Wednesday  . . 

39 

25 

18 

43 

16 

St.  Giles’  Street 

Thursday 

37 

23 

19 

42 

16 

St.  Sepulchre’s  .  .  . . 

Wednesday  . . 

64 

42 

28 

70 

22 

1 

Totals  . .  . . 

550 

384 

216 

600 

187 

*A  Toddlers’  Clinic  was  also  held  [see  page  55) . 
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Table  M6.  Northampton  1942. 


Summary  of  Dental  Operations. 


nature  of  operation,  etc. 

MOTHERS. 

. 

children. 

TOTALS. 

Patients  seen  . 

128 

180 

308 

Patients  treated  . 

108 

159 

267 

Number  of  attendances  . . 

520 

382 

902 

Teeth  extracted  . 

739 

294 

1033 

Administrations  of  local 

anaesthetic  . 

216 

160 

376 

Fillings  . 

80 

— 

80 

Teeth  treated  with  nitrate  of 

silver  . 

3 

734 

737 

Dressings  . 

24 

20 

44 

Scalings  and  cleansings  . 

22 

3 

25 

Repairs  to  dentures  . 

3 

— 

3 

Dentures  and  re-makes  . 

47 

47 

Completed  . 

57 

100 

157 

Table  M7.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1933-1942. 


Maternal  Mortality*  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


England  and  Wales 
Northampton  . 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

4-32 

0-84 

4-41 

5*73 

3- 93 

4- 17 

3-65 

3-20 

311 

1-60 

2-97 

2*82 

2-61 

2-06 

2*77 

M3 

247 

427 

♦Calculated  per  1.000  total  (live  and  still)  births  registered  and  including 

deaths  from  abortion. 

\ 


See  also  Section  VII.  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  report  ( pages  33  to  38). 
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APPENDIX  III. 


STATISTICAL  TABLES 

Table  1.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1933-1942. 
Birth-rates  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

England  and  Wales 

14-4 

14-8 

14-7 

14-8 

14-9 

15-1 

15*0 

14-6 

14*2 

15-8 

Northampton  . . 

11  *9 

12-2 

11*9 

12-5 

12-4 

12-5 

12-3 

11-9 

11-8 

15-7 

Table  2.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1933-1942. 
Death-rates  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

England  and  Wales 

12-3 

11-8 

11*7 

12-1 

12-4 

11-6 

12T 

14-3 

12-9 

11-6 

Northampton  . 

11*3 

11-4 

10-9 

12-6 

12-6 

114 

1T6 

13-9 

12-8 

11-5 

Table  3.  England  and  Wales  and  Northampton,  1933-1942. 
Cancer  Death-rates  in  Each  Year  of  the  Decennium. 


1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

England  and  Wales 

1  *53 

1-56 

1-59 

1*63 

1-63 

1-67 

1-67 

1-72 

1-78 

1-83 

Northampton  . 

1-81 

1-85 

1-66 

1-74 

1-86 

1-63 

1-34 

1-61 

1-78 

1-83 

Table  4.  Northampton,  1942.  Meteorological  Data. 


64 


^Includes  one  “calm  "  day  in  November. 
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Table  5.  Northampton,  1942. 

Summary  of  Routine  Work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 


Number  of 

No.  at  which 

Inspections, 

Nuisances, 

etc. 

Defects,  etc., 

1. — Total  Number  of  Inspections  and  Visits  . 

18712 

were  Found. 

2. — Number  of  Premises  at  which  Nuisances  were  Found 

968 

3. — Total  Number  of  Houses  Inspected  . 

1572 

848 

4. — Number  of  these  Houses  Repaired  . 

675 

5. — Number  of  these  Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed 

539 

6. — Number  of  Houses  Cleansed  after  Certificate  of 

M.O.H.  (Secs.  83  and  167,  P.H.A.  1936)  _ 

1 

7. — Number  of  First  Visits  made  in  consequence  of 

Complaints  by  Residents  . 

510 

426 

8. — Notices  Served  . . . . . 

756 

9. — Drains  : — 

Tested  by  Smoke  Test 

47 

31 

Tested  by  Volatile  Test  .  . . . 

37 

20 

Tested  by  Water  Test  . . 

11 

0 

Exposed  under  Sec.  48,  P.H.A.  1936  . 

0 

0 

Drains  reported  choked  . . . . 

171 

Drains  reconstructed  . . 

11 

Drains  repaired  . . 

74 

Bath,  lavatory,  or  sink  waste  pipes  dis- 

connected  from  drains  . 

0 

New  pans  fixed  to  closets  . 

31 

Indoor  soil  pipes  abolished . 

0 

Closets  supplied  with  flushing  apparatus . 

0 

10. — Contraventions  of  Byelaws  : — 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance . . 

2 

Animals  kept  in  contravention  of  Byelaws 

0 

Accumulations  of  manure,  etc.,  at  : — 

(a)  Houses  . 

7 

(b)  Other  premises  . 

2 

Other  contraventions  . . . . . 

0 

11. — Other  Nuisances  : — 

Overcrowding  in  houses  . . 

17 

Yard  pavings  re-laid  or  repaired  . . 

46 

Spoutings  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

110 

New  slop  sinks  fixed  . . . 

1 

Houses  supplied  with  town  water  . 

0 

Chimney  observations  . . . 

2 

l 

Miscellaneous  nuisances  . 

168 

[ 

Continued  on  next  page.- 


66 


Table  5. — continued. 


Number  of 

No.  at  which 

Inspections, 

Nuisances, 

J-'CICv.  to  j  v  LC. . 

were  Found. 

19  rf  nri  pq  Art T one;  of* — 

X  Z-w  ^  JL  L  Vi  1  VO  X  XV/  V  X  HO  L>  V  V  ilUilJ  V/  X  • 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  . . 

996 

19 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  . 

271 

1 

Other  premises . . . 

127 

9 

Outworkers’  premises  . . . 

123 

1 

13. — -Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  : — - 

Number  of  Inspections  . 

506 

8 

Number  of  New  Registrations  . 

1 

14. — -Bakehouses — -Number  of  Inspections  . 

204 

17 

15. — Slaughterhouses  : — 

Number  of  Inspections  . 

1448 

17 

16. — Other  Premises  where  Food  is  Manufactured, 

Stored,  or  Exposed  for  Sale — -Number  of 

Inspections  . 

2472 

29 

17. — Food  and  Drugs  Act — Number  of  Samples 

sent  to  Public  Analyst  . 

315 

18 

18. — Infectious  Diseases — -Visits  to  Infected  Houses  : — - 

(a)  First  visits  for  investigation  . 

165 

(b)  Weekly  visits  to  secure  isolation  . . 

61 

(c)  Visits  to  control  disinfection  . . 

184 

19. — Number  of  Visits  for  Inspection  of  : — - 

(a)  Schools  . . . 

38 

2 

(&)  Public  Lavatories  . .  . . 

91 

2 

(c)  Van-dwellers  . 

1 

0 

(d)  Cinemas,  etc . . . 

20 

3 

(e)  Restaurant  Kitchens,  Teashops,  etc . 

41 

2 

(/)  Shops  . 

3 

2 

(g)  Offensive  Trades  . . . 

37 

0 

(h)  Offices,  Workplaces,  etc . 

838 

2 

20.— -Houses  Inspected  under  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations,  1925  and  1932: — 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected . 

883 

528 

Defective  Houses  Repaired  . . 

460 

Houses  Cleansed  and  Whitewashed  . 

372 

21.— Houses  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  reported 

under  Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Section  9  . . 

0 

0 

(b)  Section  11  . . . . 

6 

6 

(c  j  Section  12  . . . . . 

0 

o  1 

(d)  Section  25  . 

0 

0  I 

67 


Table  6.  Northampton,  1942. 
Reconstruction  of  Drains. 


SITUATION  OF  PREMISES. 

NO.  OF 

HOUSES. 

Alliston  Gardens,  6,  8,  slaughterhouse . 

3 

Byron  Street,  34,  36  . 

2 

Campbell  Street.  27 . 

1 

Oliver  Street,  63,  65  . 

2 

St.  Edmund’s  Road,  63,  65  . . . 

2 

Wellingborough  Road,  38  . 

1 

Total  . 

11 

Table  7.  Northampton,  1938-1942. 

Housing  Act,  1936.  Houses  Represented  during  1942,  etc. 
Subsequent  Action  and  Condition  at  the  End  of  1942. 


HOUSES. 

DATE  OF 

REMARKS. 

Representations. 

Demolition  Orders. 

Wellingborough  Road, 
Abington  Cottages, 
9,  10,  11,  and  12 

13-4-38 

— 

Nos.  10  and  12 
vacant;  No.  9  used 
by  Home  Guard  ; 
No.l  1  used  as  store. 

Scarletwell  Street,  8 

12-4-39 

— 

Occupied. 

Bath  Street,  38,  40, 
42,  44,  and  46 

11-3-42 

■ — 

No.  38  vacant  and 
dilapidated  ;  re¬ 
mainder  occupied. 

Scarletwell  Street,  67 

16-9-42 

— 

Occupied. 
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Table  8.  Northampton,  1942. 

Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

1. — -Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  purposes  of  provisions 

as  to  health. 


PREMISES. 

NUMBER  OF 

INSPEC¬ 

TIONS. 

WRITTEN 

NOTICES. 

OCCUPIERS 

PROSE¬ 

CUTED. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  . 

996 

19 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

271 

1 

— - 

Other  Premises  under  the  Act  (in- 

eluding  works  of  building  and  en- 

gineering  construction  but  not  in- 

eluding  outworkers’  premises) 

127 

9 

— 

Totals . 

1394 

29 

— 

2. — Defects  found. 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS 

No.  of 
Defects 

IN  RESPECT 

OF  WHICH 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

were  in¬ 
stituted. 

| 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

18 

18 

— - 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

- — - 

11 

10 

— 

— 

1 

1 

- 

5 

18 

— 

— 

37 

49 

— 

— 

PARTICULARS. 


Want  of  cleanliness  (s.  1)  . 

Overcrowding  (s.  2) . 

Unreasonable  temperature  (s.  3) 
Inadequate  ventilation  (s.  4) 


Sanitary 
conveniences 
(s.  7) 


f  insufficient 
unsuitable  or 


Other  offences 


i 


defective 
not  separate  for 
sexes  . 


Totals 


Continued  on  next  page . 
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Table  8. — continued. 


3. — Outwork  in  unwholesome  premises  (s.  111). 


NATURE  OF  WORK. 

INSTANCES. 

NOTICES 

SERVED. 

PROSE¬ 

CUTIONS. 

Wearing  Apparel — 

Making  of  Leather  Garments  .... 

1 

1 

— 

Table  9.  Northampton,  1942. 

Unsound  Food  Voluntarily  Surrendered  and  Destroyed. 


NATURE  OF  FOOD. 

WEIGHT. 

TONS. 

CWT. 

QR. 

LB. 

Beef,  home  killed  . 

25 

14 

3 

9 

Beef,  imported  . 

— • 

4 

0 

11 

Mutton,  home  killed  . . . 

2 

10 

3 

2 

Offal,  home  killed  . 

20 

17 

0 

17 

Pork,  home  killed  . 

1 

11 

1 

5 

Veal,  home  killed  . 

— 

13 

0 

4 

Bacon  . 

— - 

1 

0 

10 

Cheese  . 

2 

2 

16 

Chocolate  and  confectionery . 

— . 

3 

22 

Cooked  meat  and  canned  meat  . 

3 

2 

3 

11 

Fish  and  shell-fish  . 

2 

17 

0 

6 

Flour  and  oats  . 

! 

4 

0 

2 

Fruit  . 

12 

1 

1 

Margarine  and  butter  . 

- - 

1 

5 

Meat  extract  . 

- 

_ — 

■  .1  ... 

22 

Preserves . . . 

— 

1 

2 

17 

Rabbits  .  .  .  . 

_ 

1 

0 

Rice  . 

— 

1 

3 

2 

Sausages  . 

— 

6 

1 

1 

Sugar  . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Tea  . 

- - - 

— 

— 

1 

Vegetables  . 

1 

18 

3 

26 

Total  . . . . 

61 

1 

2 

14 

Also  6,948  tins  and  jars  of  food,  1,251  eggs,  324  fish  cakes,  2  meat  pies, 

and  18  gallons  of  fruit  pulp. 

There  were  2,245  surrenders  but  no  seizures  of  unsound  food. 
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Table  10.  Northampton,  1942. 
Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Number  killed  . 

CATTLE, 

EX¬ 

CLUDING 

cows. 

cows. 

CALVES. 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS. 

PIGS. 

7,125 

7,169 

40,403 

1,462 

Number  inspected  .... 

7,125 

7,169 

40,400 

1,410 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affect¬ 
ed  with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

6 

24 

10 

132 

3 

882 

35 

757 

35 

12-8 

0'6 

> 

2-2 

2-7 

Tuberculosis  only  : — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned  . 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  . 

Percentage  of  the  num¬ 
ber  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

14 

60 

9 

9 

10 

542 

10 

0 

72 

8-6 

03 

0-005 

5'8 

Table  11.  Northampton,  1942. 

Borough  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital,  Harborough  Road. 

Cases  under  Treatment. 


Remaining  at  end  of  1941 

Admitted  during  1942  . 

Discharged  during  1942  .... 
Died  during  1942  . 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Enterica 

Mumps. 

Others. 

Totals. 

1 

50 

39 

12 

18 

84 

97 

1 

4 

3 

3 

12 

12 

11* 

10 

If 

19 

160 

161 

1 

17 

Remaining  at  end  of  1942  . . 

*Includes  one  case  each  of  measles,  rubella,  enteritis,  and  erysipelas  ;  three  of 
chickenpox  ;  and  four  of  bullous  impetigo. 

| Case  of  erysipelas. 
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Table  12.  Northampton,  1942. 

Food  and  Drugs.  Samples  taken  for  Analysis. 


FORMAL  SAMPLES. 

INFORMAL 

SAMPLES. 

NATURE  OF  SAMPLE. 

TOTAL 

NUMBER. 

NO.  NOT 

GENUINE. 

TOTAL 

NUMBER. 

NO.  NOT 

GENUINE. 

Beef  and  Vegetable  Ex¬ 
tract  .  .  .  ... 

3 

Betox  . 

2 

Bisurated  Magnesia  .... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Cake  Flour  . 

_ 

9 

Camphorated  Oil  .... 

— - 

— 

3 

_ 

Cocoa  . 

9 

| 

Coffee  . 

3 

Cornflour  . . 

2 

Extano  (Tea  and  Sugar 

Saver)  . 

Fish  Pastes 

— 

2 

7 

1  ! 

Flour  etc.  . 

5 

2 

i 

Ground  Ginger  . 

1 

1 

1 

Lemon  Substitutes  .... 

1 

— 

1 

i 

Meat  Pastes 

2 

3 

Milk  . 

175 

10 

11 

Milk  Powder  . 

1 

i 

Milk  Substitute  . 

— 

— 

1 

i 

Mustard  . 

1 

4 

_  i 

Oatmeal  and  Groats 

1 

2 

__ 

Pancake  and  Fritter  Mix¬ 
ture  . 

1 

2 

Pepper  . 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Potted  Meat  . 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Rice  . 

2 

— 

— 

Saccharin  Tablets  .... 

3 

— 

2 

i  ! 

Semolina  . 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Sugar  . 

— 

— 

1 

l 

Sugar  Substitutes  .... 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Sundry  Samples*  .  .  .  . 

15 

— 

23 

— 

Sulphur  Tablets  ...... 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Vinegar  . .  .  . 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Zinc  Ointment  ........ 

— 

’  - 

2 

— 

Totals  . 

228f 

11 

87  f 

7 

*  These  sundry  samples  included  one  formal  sample  of  each  of  the  following  : — 
Apple  juice,  aspirin  tablets,  baking  powder,  fish  cake,  ginger  wine,  halibut  liver  oil 
syrup,  lime  juice  cordial,  orange  flavouring,  pea  flour,  rice  custard  powder,  savoury 
soup,  sweetened  cake  mixture,  sweetened  custard  powder,  spaghetti,  and  syrup  of 
figs  ;  and  one  informal  sample  of  each  of  the  following  Baking  powder,  boracic 
ointment,  B.V.T.  extract,  castor  oil,  Creamegg,  Cremex,  egg  substitute,  Exox  liquid 
beef,  ginger  wine  essence,  glycerine  and  thymol  pastilles,  gravy  powder,  ground 
nutmeg,  liquorice  powder,  meat  extract,  onion  extract,  orange  substitute,  rice  custard 
powder,  salad  oil,  sauce,  syrup  of  figs,  tapioca,  tincture  of  iodine,  and  vitamin  B.l 
tablets. 

f  A  total  of  315  samples,  18  of  which  (5  7  per  cent.)  were  found  not  to  be  genuine. 


Table  13.  Northampton,  1942. 
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Totals. 

Reports 

received. 

TO<>X 

2231 

•aAi^'eSajvj 

1739 

aAiptsox 

03 

P 

•sasuQ 

pa:padsng  jo  ojsj; 

1394 

Other  Conditions. 

Reports 

received. 

f;ox 

co 

•aAi^nSajsj 

p 

aAiHsoj; 

03 

•sasuQ 

pa:padsng  jo  o^j 

CS| 

t-h 

Tuberculosis — 
Sputum, 

Urine,  etc. 

Reports 

received. 

w>x 

CO 

CO 

p 

aAipeSa^ 

03 

CO 

CO 

•aAi^isoj 

CM 

»— < 

•sasuQ 

pa^aadsng  jo 

o 

00 

IO 

Typhoid, 

Dysentery,  Etc. — 
Dreyer’s  Tests,  etc. 

Reports 

received. 

T^ox 

tH 

t> 

aAT^uSa^ 

CO 

p 

aAi^xsox 

1/3 

03 

•sasuQ 

pa^aadsns  jo  oj^[ 

O 

1/3 

Diphtheria — 
Throat  and  Nose 
Secretions. 

Reports 

received. 

j 

I^ox 

1384 

•aAipeSajsj 

1050 

•aAi^isox 

-  -—-HU 

334 

sascQ 

pa^oadsng  jo  o^j; 

03 

IO 

*  1 

The  above  Table  does  not  take  into  account  the  reports  made  in  connection  with  the  venereal  diseases  scheme. 


(X.B. —  7  able  A  is  not  being  printed  this  year.) 


TABLE  B 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 
Cases  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  Year  1942. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

Diphtheria  . 

Dysentery  . 

Enterica  . 

Erysipelas  ........ 

Measles  . 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Respiratory  .  . 

Other  Forms 

Totals  .... 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  WARD. 

o 

4-*  jw 

Z*- 

r‘ 

CO 

w  ^ 

^  o 

All 

AGES  (in  Years). 

6 

ai 

a, 

JV 

lo 

V 

cr 

o 

4— 1 

c/3 

rispin’s. 

C/3 

4-i  ~ 

jA 

he 

~C/3 

■1/ 

c t 

St 

Michael’s. 

r-* 

U 

o 

a 

E  ^ 

•< 

tr.  % 

$  £ 

JL  ^ 

Ages. 

0- 

1- 

2_ 

3- 

4- 

5-’ 

10- 

15- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

65- 

4-> 

c n 
f X 

jX 

O 

he 

G 

hi 

C 

O 

C/3 

C/3  £ 

w 

C/3 

4-> 

c n 

5 

C/3 

<b 

CL 

C/3 

CO 

V 

X  c 

f)  ^ 

— 

1 

6 

■ — 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

• 

i 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

i 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1* 

— 

83 

2 

1 

4. 

2 

4 

14 

8 

24 

21 

1 

2 

— 

5 

7 

2 

5 

9 

1 

7 

10 

3 

23 

8 

3 

74f 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

3 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

1 

— 

— 

3t 
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19 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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7 - 

— 
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2 

4 

10 

3 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 

1 

It 

1 

438 

11 

40 

45 

46 

57 

214 

16 

O 

5 

2 

— 

— 

31 

11 

30 

76 

22 

18 

47 

64 

56 

4 

62 

17 

— 

— 

102 

5 

3 

? 

7 

2 

18 

4 

9 

8 

6 

32 

6 

7 

8 

10 

8 

7 

2 

11 

13 

12 

7 

10 

7 

— 

4S|j 

96 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

68 

22 

— 

— 

2 

5 

5 

3 

4 

— 

3 
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4 

57 

8 

4 

9  + 

4 

63 

— 

2 

3 

3 

4 

35 

10 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

7 

15 

5 

6 

1 

4 

8 

— 

4 

5 

5 

3 

45f 

— 

56 

5 

4 

12 

5 

9 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

18 

7 

2 

2 

6 

9 

6 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

82 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

11 

34 

12 

24 

— 

8 

12 

10 

5 

6 

4 

2 

13 

7 

2 

10 

3 

61  § 

49 

28 

— 

1 

8 

5 

6 

9 

1 

— 

2 

2 

4 

1 

2 

2 

1 

5 

4 

1 

2 

2 

4* 

11 

981 

23 

51 

68 

65 

< 

7.8 

i 

313 

44 

62 

149 

49 

70 

9 

63 

63 

91 

111 

57 

34 

87 

118 

101 

104 

108 

44 

191 

116 

*  Admitted  to  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital, 
t  Admitted  to  Harborough  Road  Hospital. 

I  Admitted  to  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital. 

|JTwo  of  these  were  from  influenzal  pneumonia. 

§Forty-seven  to  Welford  Road  Hospital  and  fourteen  to  Creaton  Sanatorium. 

The  above  figures  include  non-civilian  cases  but  take  no  account  of  corrections  in  diagnosis.  ( See  Section  VI.  of  this 
Report  for  further  information). 

No  notifications  were  received  of  other  notifiable  diseases  not  specified  in  the  Table  above  (e.g.,  smallpox). 

Institutions  : — (1)  Harborough  Road  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  (85  beds,  allowing  144  sq.  ft.  per  bed)  ; 

(2)  Smallpox  Hospital,  Mere  Way  (48  beds,  allowing  144  sq.  ft  per  bed)  ; 

(3)  Welford  Road  Tuberculosis  Hospital  (32  beds)  ; 

(4)  St.  Edmund’s  Hospital  (Public  Assistance  Institution)  (180  beds)  ; 

(5)  Creaton  Sanatorium,  Northampton  (10  beds  reserved  for  Northampton  County  Borough)  : 

(6)  Manfield  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Northampton  (20  beds  available  for  surgical  tuberculosis  cases'!. 


FABLE  C 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 

Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life  during  the  Year  1942. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  Subjoined  Ages  (in  Years)  of  “  Residents  " 

WHETHER  OCCURRING  WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  THE  DISTRICT. 

Total 
Deaths 
whether 
ofResidents 
or  Non- 
Residents 

All  Ages. 

0- 
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in 

Institutions 
in  the 

Total. 
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F. 
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13 
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19 
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Causes  of  Death. 


ALL 

CAUSES 


f  Cerlified 
Uncertified 


*1. 

9 

. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 
*7. 

8. 

*9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13m 

13f. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 

*20. 

21. 

*22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 
*36. 


Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers  .  . 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  . 

Scarlet  fever  . 

Whooping  cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . 

Syphilitic  disease  . . . 

Influenza  . 

Measles  . 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and  polio¬ 
encephalitis  . 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 
Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 

oesophagus  (males  only)  . 

Cancer  of  uterus  . 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Cancer  of  breast  . 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  . 

Diabetes  . . 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  disease  . 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 

system  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  . 

Other  respiratory  diseases  . 

Ulceration  of  the  stomach  or 

duodenum  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age' 

Appendicitis . 

Other  digestive  diseases . 

Nephritis  . 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 

Other  maternal  causes  . 

Premature  birth  . 

Congenital  malformations,  birth 

injury,  infantile  disease  . 

Suicide  . 

Road  traffic  accidents  . 

Other  violent  causes  . 

All  other  causes  . 


Totals 


♦Sub¬ 
entries 
included 
in  above 
figures 


1  (a)  Paratyphoid  fevers  . 
7  (a)  Tuberculous  meningiti 
9  (a)  Influenzal  pneumonia 
20  (a)  Arterio-sclerosis 
22  (a)  Broncho-pneumonia 
36  (a)  Rheumatic  fever  . .  . 

(b)  Meningitis  . 

(c)  Senility  . 

( d )  Erysipelas  . 

(e)  Dysentery  . 


NETT  DEATHS  REGISTERED. 


First  Quarter 
Second  Quarter 
Third  Quarter 
Fourth  Quarter 

Totals  (52  weeks) 


M. 

F. 

TOTALS. 

DEATH-RA 

195 

179 

374 

147 

158 

127 

285 

1P2 

103 

124 

227 

8-9 

142 

139 

281 

110 

598 

569 

1167 

115 

i 


TABLE  I) 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  NORTHAMPTON. 
INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1942. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year 


Causes  of  Death. 


Under 
1  week. 


1  week  2  weeks 
and  and 
under  2  under  3 
weeks.  weeks. 


j  3  weeks 
and 

1  under  4 
1  weeks. 


Total 
under 
4  weeks. 


4  weeks  |3  months 
and  and 
under  3  I  under  6 
months,  months. 


6  months9  months 
and  and 


under  9 
months. 


under  12 
months 


Total 
Deaths 
under 
1  year. 


ALL 

CAUSES 


r  Certified 
Uncertified 


34 

? 


45 

2 


11 

1 


65 

3 


1. 

o 

3! 

4. 

5. 

6. 
7. 
S. 
9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 
27. 


Smallpox  . 

Chickenpox 

Measles  . 

Scarlet  F  ever 
Whooping  Cough 
__  Diphtheria 
Erysipelas 


C  Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

■i  Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . 

(^Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  not  Tuberculous) 

Convulsions  . 

Laryngitis  . 

Bronchitis  . 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  . 

C  Diarrhoea  . 

^  Enteritis  . 

Gastritis  . 

Syphilis  . 

Rickets  . 

Suffocation,  overlaying  . 

Injury  at  Birth  . . . 

Atelectasis  . 

f  Congenital  Malformations  . 

<  Premature  Birth  . 

(^Atrophy,  Debility,  and  Marasmus 
Other  Causes  . . 


1 

5 

8 

18 


Totals 


36 


6 

1 


2 

1 

2 

2 


1 

5 

11 

20 

3 

5 


2 

2 

1 


47 


12 


Infant  Death-rates. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

444 

39-4 

41-9 

54-6 

50-0 

52-6 

45T 

39-9 

42-6 

2 

8 


1 

5 

12 

23 

5 

8 


68 


Live 

Births  Re 

gistered. 

Nett  Deaths  Reg 

istered. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

766 

736 

1502 

.  . 

34 

29 

63 

Illegitimate 

00 

40 

95 

•  • 

3 

2 

5 

Totals 

821 

776 

1597 

•  • 

37 

31 

68 

